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Many residents have already noticed our brand 
new 1.1 million gallon water tank. For those who 
haven’t, you can see it on the hill behind Pine Vista 
development.

The current schedule is to have the tank and over-
flow piping finished for tank inspection by mid-Sep-

tember. As soon as it is released 
for use, the primary tank in 
Ravine will be taken off line and 
drained so repairs on the tank 
can begin. This tank will get new 
ladders and newly replaced out-
let/inlet and overflow piping.

The new fresh water wells 
off Berger’s Road have been pre-
liminarily pump-tested with one 
indicating a maximum flow rate 
of approximately 500 gallons per 
minute. The engineering firm 
BCM will contract for the new 

pipeline placement to run along Rt. 443 to connect to 
the Borough system near the Swatara Creek.

Water rescue training begun
The Fire Department has been conducting water 

rescue training on the canal with its new rescue boat 
and motor. Practical search and rescue training will 
continue on various lakes and ponds. Thanks to all 

who give of their time in order to perfect these readi-
ness skills and abilities for the safety of our commu-
nity.

Community pool upgrades made
Police and emergency services intervention at the 

Pine Grove Community Pool have raised a need for 
upgrades in equipment, procedures and practice to 
achieve the highest level of safety for swimmers and 
guests. As Borough Council president, I requested a 
full inspection of the pool and associated buildings.

Responsible for water quality and reporting, the 
inspection was conducted through the PA Department 
of Agriculture along with our building code inspector 
and in consultation with our public health officer. As 
a result, many procedures and practices have been 
upgraded.

Streets & Water, Community Pool, Emergency Services and More!

Safety and Community Service upgrades Benefit All

COMING EvENts
Saturday, Oct. 19 – Autumn Stroll along Veterans 

Memorial Drive at Union Canal Park from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.; Celebrate the season with family, friends, and join 
community organizations to enjoy food, crafts, and 
entertainment in a beautiful setting. 

Saturday, Oct. 19 – Pine Grove Holiday Classic Parade, 
sponsored and coordinated by the Pine Grove Lions 
Club, steps off from American Legion Boulevard at 7 
p.m. in the region’s first and best parade of the season.

Thursday, Oct. 31 – Trick-or-Treat night 
from 6 to 8 p.m. for youngsters, 12 
years of age and younger. Turn 
your porch light on to indicate 
youngsters are welcome to get a 
treat.

Tom fICkINger
Council president

New 1.1 mIllIoN gAlloN wATer TANk
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2019 Borough offICIAlS
Regular Council Meeting:

Third Thursday of Each Month – 7 p.m.
Municipal Building – 1 Snyder Ave.

offICIAlS
Mayor ................................................. Willard Shiffer
Chief of Police ......................Thomas J. Trotter, IV
President of Council ........................Tom Fickinger
Vice President of Council ....................Leroy Bates
Pro Tem ............................................Michael Allison
Secretary/Treasurer ...................... Melissa A. Dyer
Tax Collector .......................................... Sally Burke
Solicitor ............... Christopher W. Hobbs, Esquire
Borough Engineer .............................WJP Engineers
Streets/Water Engineer ...Cardno BCM Engineers
Code Enforcement ............... Light-Heigel & Assoc.
Health Officer ......................................... Lew Moyer

CouNCIl
Michael Allison•Leroy Bates
Skip Butler•Leonard Clark

Thomas Fickinger•Rodney Hiester•Terry Noll

polICe
Thomas J. Trotter, IV, Chief

Mike Dissinger•Kurt Emerich•William Gelgot
Pete Mozurkevich•Cody Mullins

Gino Ricigliano•Christopher Taylor
Mark Vandermartin•Beau Yarmush

STreeTS & wATer DepArTmeNT
Len Clark, Streets & Water Supervisor

John Barr•Jacob Dinger•Brandon Flaim
Robert Kolb•Earl Kreiser

Borough offICe
Melissa A. Dyer•Cindy Fenstermacher

Sue Strouphauer

CommITTee ASSIgNmeNTS
ADmINISTrATIoN, BuDgeT & fINANCe

Thomas Fickinger•Leroy Bates
Michael Allison

perSoNNel
Leroy Bates•Thomas Fickinger

Michael Allsion

puBlIC workS
Tom Fickinger•Len Clark•Terry Noll

properTy & NATurAl reSourCeS
Leroy Bates•Terry Noll•Skip Butler

flooD mITIgATIoN
Len Clark•Thomas Fickinger•Skip Butler

CommuNITy DeV. • pArkS & reCreATIoN
Len Clark•Leroy Bates•Rodney Hiester

puBlIC SAfeTy
Mike Allison•Terry Noll•Skip Butler

– Continued from Page 1

The Community Pool and its lifeguards are now 
under the umbrella of the American Red Cross for 
training and certification. Many lifeguard procedures 
were improved and three water technicians have been 
trained to be able to adjust the chlorine system under 
the guidance of Len Clark, our licensed water supervi-
sor.

Pool and safety equipment upgrades were also 
made this summer – new diving board, rescue back-
board, an AED (Automated External Defibrillator), 
life rings, life jackets, and a new rescue hook were 
purchased and put into place. The Snack Shack’s old 
freezer “gave up the ghost” and a new freezer was 
installed.

All of us want Quality of Life
The Borough will step up Quality of Life Ordinance 

enforcement this fall. A quick look around the 
Borough reveals unmaintained grass and weed growth 
in many locations – some as tall as four feet. Property 
owners must cut the weeds and remove debris.

– Tom fickinger, president
pine grove Borough Council

State of the Borough

fIre DepArTmeNT wATer reSCue TeAm
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A trusted name in 
funeral service with age-old roots

TRUST US, IN YOUR TIME OF NEED

Just a few reasons why we are proud 
to be Schuylkill Counties most 
frequently selected funeral home 
and crematory.

•  Two Comfortable, Beautiful 
Funeral Homes to serve your needs 

• Secure, Private, On-site Crematory

• Certified Celebrants On Staff

• Veterans Experts

•  Grief Support and Aftercare 
Services

1. We personally perform the cremation ensuring your loved one never leaves our care.

2. We are a private crematory, doing our own cremations.

3. Crematory available for inspection anytime.

4. Embalming not required.

5. We explain your options and respect your wishes.

6. Peace of mind for you and your family.

7. Our staff has over 80 years of experience in the death  
care industry. Our wisdom leads to a better experience  
for the families we serve.

8. Heritage: We are proud to have served Schuylkill County families in their time of need for over 
100 years.

A Few Reasons to Choose Ebling for Cremation 

Geschwindt-Stabingas and Ebling Stabingas Funeral Homes owns and 
operates the area’s only private, on-site crematory.  You can rest assured 
that your loved one will never leave our care, never change hands and 

the cremation process will never be outsourced.

91502-1409-1

On-site & private cremation, not outsourced...the difference is peace of mind for your entire family.

570-385-3381

25 East Main St  |  Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Gary H. Geschwindt, Supervisor

570-385-3050

26 Chestnut St  |  Cressona, PA 17929
C. Elmer Ebling, Supervisor
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You’ve probably seen the new, blue water tank 
recently constructed atop the hill at Pine Vista devel-
opment. It should be online and operational in the 
very near future.

Based on attendance figures, the pool had another 
successful season, thanks to the management and 
dedicated workers who put in a great deal of effort to 
ensure a safe and family-friendly place. It did appear 
the start of summer was a bit of a repeat from 2018 
with the considerable amount of rain we received. 
Thankfully, we didn’t have the serious flooding like 
last year.

Mayors Conference
I attended the Pennsylvania State Mayors’ 

Association Conference in July and heard the latest 
issues affecting all of our communities. Experts in 
their field presented a wide range of topics, including 
legal issues, grants, state government, regional police 
forces, latest technology, criminal justice and public 
safety, and improving fire and emergency services. 
Presenters also spoke on Marsy’s Law, parks and rec-
reation, and the upcoming census.

Marsy’s Law
Marsy’s Law is a Crime Victims’ Rights Amendment 

proposal to the state constitution that will be on the 
Nov. 5 ballots in Pennsylvania referred by the state 
legislature.

 You know you are from a small town when . . . 
you have to name six surrounding towns to explain to 
people where you’re from.

More so than any other sea-
son, it always seems summer 
goes way too quickly. I believe 
that’s mostly because many of 
us venture outside for extended 
times going places and enjoying 
warm weather activities.

School starts next week and 
the cooler fall weather will soon 
be here.

Quality of Life
Thank you to all our citizens 

who maintained their properties 
throughout the summer by keeping the grass cut and 
weeds pulled.

But, we still have a few property owners that just 
can’t seem to take care of the junk cars, long grass, 
garbage and weeds. And – just a reminder – grass and 
weeds on sidewalks are the property owner’s and/or 
occupant’s responsibility. Addressing this would go a 
long way to help our town look better.

The Police Dept. has been giving out warnings to

960 E. Main Street  •  Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Ph: 570-385-3120  •  Fax: 570-385-0725

E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net

We Can Design It • Print It • Mail It

www.southschuylkill.com

South Schuylkill
Printing & Publishing

DIRECT MAIL to EVERY
Household and Business!
You choose the area. No addresses or labels.
needed. Pay only 18.7 cents each in postage.

E.D.D.M.
EvEry DOOr DirEcT Mail

Get Your Business
name out there! MaMMoth Materials

Site Office: Rt. 901, Minersville

Mon.-fri. 8 to 4; Sat. 8 to 3

We have Rice, Buck, Nut aNd Pea cOal Bulk aNd
BagS-Pick uP ONlY! StOP iN OR call fOR detailS.

570-544-8245
Pick Your

Price from our

coal Bucket!
(For Coal Price)

Co
al

 DE
liv

Er
y a

va
ila

bl
E

Mulch •Topsoil
cRuShed StONe

DecoraTive sTone • rock

Get the coal before
the cold Gets you!

message from the pine grove mayor
Census 2020, Regional Police, and Be a Good Neighbor

Stand up! Speak up! Be part of your Community

wIll ShIffer
mayor

“shun” Property maintenance
inspira “Shun”
inclina “Shun”
Dedica “Shun”

Perspira “Shun”

remind people that these areas need to be main-
tained. But when the warnings don’t work, Quality of 
Life tickets are given.
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Currently 12 states have passed Marsy’s Law leg-
islation. Many prominent lawmakers from both major 
political parties have endorsed the law, including PA 
Governor Wolfe.

The ballot measure would provide, among oth-
ers, the crime victim to be treated with fairness and 
respect for the victim’s safety, dignity, and privacy; 
proceedings free from unreasonable delay with a 
prompt and final conclusion of the case; have the 
safety of the victim and victim’s family considered 
when setting the bail amount and release conditions 
for the accused; be present at public proceedings 
involving the criminal conduct; and to be heard at 
proceedings where a right of the victim is implicated, 
including release, sentencing, and parole proceedings.

Before going to your polling location this Nov. 5, 
you may want to learn more about this proposed con-
stitutional amendment. You can find out more online 
at www.marsyslawforpa.com/.

2020 Census – Be counted!
The U.S. Constitution mandates that every 10 

years the federal government will conduct a census 
to determine how to distribute representation and 
funding to the states. It is very important that every 
resident is counted once – and only once – since this 
is what “drives the train” on many areas that affect 
our lives.

Government funding for infrastructure, health 

care, jobs, political 
representation, roads, 
schools and busi-
nesses are all affect-
ed by an accurate 
count of everyone in 

our Borough, county, and 
state.

The census is safe, 
secure, and can only be 

used to produce statistics. By law, all responses are 
kept confidential and cannot be used against you in 
any way. This is not like social media or, when doing 
your personal business, vendors can get your infor-
mation and share it with whomever.

Census Day is April 1, 2020 but the process will 
proceed the rest of next year. The online form will be 
available starting in March of 2020. Every household 
will have the option of responding online, by mail or 
by phone.

An invitation to be counted with additional infor-
mation will be mailed to last known addresses. 
Residents will have the option to respond online or 
complete and return a paper copy. Those who do not 
respond may expect a personal visit from a census 
taker, but that may be limited to less than 1% of the 
population.

Due to the importance of the census, everyone is 

 

Je� Spotts
President

SPOTTS INSURANCE GROUP
(570) 345-3252
90 S. Tulpehocken St.
Pine Grove, PA 17963
fesslj2@nationwide.com
spotts4insurance.com

Jeannie Fessler
Personal Lines Specialist

message from the pine grove mayor

– Continued on Page 6
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Excavating & Septic Service

P.S.M.A. Member

570-366-0440
Orwigsburg

• Septic Systems
 Installed, Replaced 

and Repaired
• Septic Tanks &
 Cesspools Cleaned • Year Round 

Cleaning
• Pumps
 Serviced

StrouSe BrotherS, inc.

Frequent Buyer Cards (Get one bag FREE when 
card is filled) for our Wildbird Feed and Shelled & 
Cracked Corn. See store for details.

We have five Wildbird mixes – Backyard Blend, 
Premium Blend, Cardinal Deluxe, Dove Blend, Finches 
Delight – all formulated to not end up on the ground 
under your feeder.

Our Corn & Wildlife Grains are huge favorites among 
Wildlife enthusiasts.

10 Snyder ave., Pine Grove, Pa (570) 345-3309

DO yOu likE TO FEED ThE wilDliFE in yOur backyarD?
wE Mix all Our wilDliFE FEEDS righT hErE in PinE grOvE. 

– Continued from Page 5

encouraged to participate. Stand up and be counted 
Pine Grove! For more information go to www.census.
gov.

Looking out for neighbors
Our Pine Grove police, code enforcement official, 

and health officer were called to a home of a resident 
recently, finding the elderly man unresponsive, lying 
with his dog. The man had passed away several days 
earlier, apparently without family members or friends 
to check on him.

This was unfortunate, but is a situation that exists 
far too often. There is a good chance that if anyone 
was aware of his situation, he could still be alive 
today.

We are a small town. As everyone who lives in a 
small town knows – as the saying goes – “everyone 
knows everyone.” Please, I encourage all residents to 
look around your immediate neighborhood. Not that 
we want you to be a nosey neighbor, but know if there 
is anyone who may be elderly, have an illness or dis-
ability, or who may be in a distressful situation.

We all cherish our privacy. But as a neighbor, 
friend or relative, we should be able to look out for 
each other. When we see a situation that can be life 
threatening, help if able or notify someone who can. 
Emergency assistance is always available by calling 
9-1-1.

Regional Police ballot question
Monthly meetings have been held giving Pine 

Grove Borough and Township residents an oppor-
tunity to be informed and get answers to questions 
regarding a proposal to establish a regional police 
force.

Lack of attendance at the most recent meeting 
led officials to cancel the August 20 and September 
24 meetings. One final information meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, October 22 prior to Borough and 
Township voters casting their decision – for or against 
the creation of a regional force – on their November 5 
General Election ballot.

I have presented the benefits of a regional police 
force in previous issues of The Evergreen. For fur-
ther information, come to the October meeting or the 
Borough website and take a look at the study that was 
conducted by the state DCED.

Residents not currently on the voter rolls have 
until October 7 to register through the Schuylkill 
County Election Bureau office.

– will Shiffer, pine grove mayor

message from the pine grove mayor

Freshness, Quality, service

Rt. 443 Pine Grove – 570-345-0464
(Across from Pine Grove Schools)

Kings Village, Minersville – 570-544-2099

WIC & Access
Card Welcome

Money Orders 79¢

Open Daily 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

DOUBLE COUPONS EVERYDAY
 SEE STORE FOR DETAILS
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for satisfaction & trust?

Isn’t it time to switch to the 
bank ranked #1 in Pennsylvania 

FirstCitizensBank.com

1549 Long Run Road, Friedensburg
866.779.4113

Two Convenient Locations Near You

45 West Main St., Schuylkill Haven 
866.779.4102

We’ll help you switch!

The public meetings of Pine Grove Borough 
Council follow universally accepted procedures called 
“Robert’s Rules of Order.” You can find this full book 
of rules online at robertsrules.com.

At times, members of the public who speak out 
of order get “a bit put off” when they 
are gaveled out. Robert’s Rules give the 
meeting structure and a way for the 
meeting to flow.

For example, when we want to 
approve the Financial Report from the 
previous month, we need someone to 
make a motion. Then the motion needs 
to be seconded by another council mem-
ber. Prior to a vote by the full Council, 
the president will ask the members 
whether there are questions or state-
ments. Then the vote “for” or “against” 
the motion is held before moving on to 
the next meeting item.

I have made motions in the past, but 
received no second to my motions. I call 
that “getting coalitioned” or not allow-
ing the vote to reach the body. Sometimes the vote 
reaches the council as a whole, but the motion (or 
proposal) doesn’t receive a majority and is dead.

With most of our public meetings, the public is 
given the opportunity to speak at the beginning and 
at the end, but not in-between in order to keep the 

proceedings moving. During official meetings, coun-
cil members are not required to engage the public, 
but we often do. These explanations and discussions 
could be covered outside the formal meeting.

Remember that most of our meetings have a solic-
itor, a specially-trained lawyer working 
for our Borough. This person keeps us 
out of trouble and guides us when need-
ed in our meetings. With that being said, 
when the public wants to have a con-
versation with us in a public meeting, 
it costs the borough valuable money to 
allow that to happen. The next time you 
demand an answer from the council, 
just know you are possibly wasting your 
own tax dollars on a need that you have.

Each council member and our mayor 
are elected officials. I would like to 
believe we are all approachable. I also 
understand that, as an elected member, 
I might be asked questions in public, 
just about everywhere, and I am fine 
with that.

I would rather someone vent their frustrations 
outside our meeting and allow me to distill those 
conversations into the public meeting. That’s what is 
called representation.

Thanks for allowing me to write a bit about the 
rules and order of our public meetings.

robert’s rules of order . . . by leroy Bates
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Purchase of 4 Tires  
& 4 Wheel Alignment

See store for details.
Not valid with any other offer.  

Expires 8/30/19

$4000 OFF
Transmission 

Flush
Additional cost on additional parts 

may be required.  See store for 
details.  Not valid with any other 

offers.  Expires 8/30/19

$1000 OFF

Moyer’s Car Care

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC REPAIRS

102 South Rt. 183, Schuylkill Haven 
www.MoyersCarCare.net  

• Replace Engines  
& Transmissions

• Major Engine Repairs
• Fuel Injection
• Computer Diagnostics  

& Repairs
• Brakes

570-739-4477

Auto Parts & Service
24 Hour Towing

• Foreign & Domestic
• Tune Ups
• Batteries
• Tires
• AC & Heating Repairs
• Alignments

Expires 9/30/19 Expires 9/30/19

The public is invited to see live chainsaw carving 
demonstrations, meet numerous artisans/vendors 
and peruse their works, and to be part of a live auc-
tion on Sunday with a chance to own a carved mas-
terpiece. Activities for children and food vendors will 
also be featured.

Numerous carvers will be showcased, including 
Todd Gladfelter who helped organize the event last 
year. Gladfelter has more than 40 years experience 
working with wood and has been featured at many art 
demonstrations and fairs.

For more festival information and vendor oppor-
tunities, contact the Collective Arts League at 570-
915-6107.

Autumn Stroll at Union Canal Park
The much anticipated and always enjoyed Autumn 

Stroll, organized by the Pine Grove Bicentennial 
Committee, will kick off a day-long celebration on 
Saturday, Oct. 19 beginning at 10 a.m. along Veterans 
Memorial Drive at Union Canal park.

The region’s largest marketplace for food, dis-
plays, and craft items comes alive once again in cel-
ebration of the season through 4 p.m.

Holiday Classic Parade is Oct. 19
Pine Grove will again kick off the Halloween sea-

son in Schuylkill County when the Pine Grove Lions 

Community Band is simply “peachy”
The Pine Grove Community Band will perform dur-

ing the Pine Grove Masonic Lodge “Peach Festival” to 
be held Sunday, Aug. 25 from 3 to 6 p.m. on the Lodge 
grounds, Oak Grove Road in Pine Grove Township.

Let’s Get Knotty!

The Collective Arts League will host its 2nd 
annual “Chainsaw Carving Festival” Friday through 
Sunday, Sept. 27-29 on the rear exterior grounds of 
Made In PGA, 61 S. Tulpehocken St., and the grounds 
of the HH&L Fire Company on Orchard Street.

Borough Services update . . . And events!
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Providing Year Round Comfort

17 Municipal Road • PO Box 375 • Orwigsburg, PA 17961 • PA9761

Call us at 570-366-1275
www.hbsteele.Com

Wood Pellets In Stock

parent, or responsible group leader. Residents are 
asked to turn on their porch light for the children’s 
safety and as an indication the youngsters are wel-
come to get a treat.

Borough Office changes service hours
Pine Grove Borough’s Municipal Office, 1 Snyder 

Avenue, has changed its hours of service for the pub-
lic to 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Motorists, watch for school students
The summer season is coming to an end, activities 

on the school campus are revving up, and the start of 
school is upon us.

To ensure the safety of our children, a few traffic 
and caution reminders could help save injury or loss 
of life and avert tragedy for everyone.

Be alert to students walking to and from the school 
or their bus stop locations and to the reappearance of 
those bright yellow buses making frequent stops.
• There will be a lot of bus traffic in the early morn-

ing and mid-afternoon. Be sure to slow for the 
flashing yellow lights and stop for the flashing red 
lights.

• Follow the posted speed limit signs and be alert 
for children walking to and from school. Stop 
for anyone crossing the street at the crosswalks. 
Pedestrians have the right of way and it is state 
law.

Club coordinates and hosts the 72nd annual Holiday 
Classic Parade on Saturday, Oct. 19.

Billed as the earliest and one of the biggest/
best parades of the season, divisions will be staged 
on Legion Acres beginning at 6 p.m. and step off 
promptly at 7.

Trick-or-Treat on Halloween night
Youngsters dressed as princesses, super heroes, 

movie characters, ghosts and goblins are invited to go 
door-to-door during Pine Grove’s designated Trick-or-
Treat on Halloween night, Thursday, Oct. 31 between 
the hours of 6 and 8 p.m.

Girls and boys, up to 12 years of age, are permit-
ted to participate and asked to walk with a friend, 

Borough Services update . . . And events!

For the well-being of all our citizens, 
please … Slow Down!

The Pine Grove Police Department 
will continue to enforce the Quality 
of Life Ordinance within the Borough. 
The vast majority of residents take 
pride in keeping our town looking 
nice; but, for those who fail to do so, 
the Police will continue to issue a $25 ticket.

After the third ticket, non-payment of prior 
tickets, and/or continued non-compliance with the 
ordinance will earn a citation that goes to the District 
Justice Office. That fine could be as much as $300. 
Please do your part to keep our town looking nice and 
ensure Quality of Life for all residents.

Take caution as school begins
Pine Grove Area’s first day for the 2019-20 school 

year is Monday, Aug. 26. Many school children will 
be walking to and from school. Motorists must stop 
to allow anyone in a designated crosswalk to cross 
the street. Pedestrians have the right of way and it is 
state law.

The police will strictly enforce the pedestrian 
crosswalk law and cite motorists who exceed the 
posted speed limit. Those fines are very costly and 
put points on your driver’s license that could impact 
your insurance rates. School children and motorist 
safety is a top priority.

Cold weather cautions
I don’t mean to rush the seasons; but, colder 

weather will be approaching in the next couple 
months. Be a concerned resident and neighbor – 
please have an observant eye for your elderly or dis-
abled neighbors and those furry little friends. Be sure 
they are warm and safe.

If you should have any questions, problems or 
concerns, do not hesitate to stop in at the Police 
Department or simply call (570) 345-8100. In the 
event of an emergency, call 9-1-1. Have a great school 
year and a safe up-and-coming fall and winter.

– Thomas Trotter, Chief of police

pine grove police

– Continued on Page 10
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Newsletter Particulars
“The Evergreen” is a quarterly newsletter of the 

Borough of pine grove distributed to 1300 house-
holds within the Borough.

The newsletter is designed and printed by
South Schuylkill printing & publishing

960 E. Main St. • Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
ph: 570-385-3120 • fax: 570-385-0725

e-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net
www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.com

publication dates for the next three issues are
November 22, 2019; february 28 and may 22, 2020
News Submittals

Non-profit and community organizations 
within the Borough are invited to submit news 
items for consideration. written submittals must 
be received by melissa Dyer in the Borough 
offices, pgborough@comcast.net or call 570- 
345-3555 for info, three weeks prior to the pub-
lication date.
Advertising

Businesses wishing to reach every household 
in the Borough of pine grove are invited to ad-
vertise in future issues. Contact South Schuylkill 
printing & publishing for more information. Call 
Barb @ 570-385-3120. All advertisements must be 
received at least three weeks prior to the publica-
tion dates. Ad content is subject to approval and 
acceptance by the Borough of pine grove.

– Continued from Page 9

Service to your community
Pine Grove Borough is seeking help from any high 

school student to aid in their Community Service 
credits and to assist local residents. Work could 
include lawn care, removal of ashes, and snow shov-
eling during the winter months. Rewards are gained 
through self-satisfaction and knowledge that each 
contributed to the well-being of someone in need.

Contact the Borough at pgborough@comcast.net 
or phone 570-345-3555. You may also message 
through the Pine Grove Borough Facebook page.

Got a question on gardening?
Stumped by a garden issue? 

Help is just a phone call 
away … call the PSU 
Extension Office of the 
Master Gardeners on the 
“Hort Line” at 570-622-
4225, ext. 23.

Questions on trees, shrubs, 
flowers, lawn and much more can be answered by 
local experts between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. on Mondays 
and Wednesday now to October. Messages can be left 
at other times.

Lawn woes and what to do
As the end of summer nears its close, many home-

owners are seeing 
an abundance of 
weeds in their yard. 
Using a commercial 
Weed and Feed lawn 
treatment may not 
be the best solution 
at this time. Best to 
wait until early fall 
when the tempera-

ture cools and the grass is not so stressed.
Be aware of the lack of precipitation and the high 

heat at this time of year. Fast acting nitrogen can burn 
the lawn under these conditions. Weed Be Gone, how-
ever, could be a suitable and effective spot treatment 
for weeds.

Following four or five months of mowing, now 
might be a good time to have a look under your 
mower deck to inspect the blades. Dull or damaged 
blades might be ripping the grass instead of cutting.

Blades can be sharpened at most places that sell 
mowers. Secondly, remember to not cut more than 
one-third the height of your grass at one time. And 
try to cut later in the evening when the grass is not as 
stressed and will have a whole cool night to recover.

No outdoor burning
Borough ordinance pro-

hibits any outdoor burn-
ing of trash or yard waste 
within the borough lim-
its. Over the years, this 
ordinance has proven its 
worth by cutting the num-
ber of brush fires in Pine 
Grove to almost zero. Enjoy 
the summer and fall days 
ahead and stay safe.

Borough Office closed for holidays
Pine Grove Borough services and office will close 

on the remaining holidays this year – Labor Day 
on Monday, Sept. 2; Thanksgiving Day and the day 
after, Thursday and Friday, Nov. 28 & 29; Christmas 
eve half day on Tuesday, Dec. 24; Christmas Day 
on Wednesday, Dec. 25; and New Year’s Day on 
Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2020.

Borough Services update . . . And events!



– 11 – The evergreen AuguST 2019

R&J TouRS – 2019

Call for a Free Copy of our latest TouR BooK!

Sept. 5 & Oct. 29 – Resorts Casino .........................................................$57
September 7 – Come from Away ........................................................ $185
September 15 – Phillies vs. Red Sox .....................................................$67
September 21 – Gourmet Shopping ....................................................$46
September 25 – Carole King’s Beautiful @ Caesars .........................$78
October 1 – Jesus & Bird-In-Hand ..................................................... *$103
October 3 – Real Diamond .......................................................................$77
October 5 – American Museum of Natural History .......................*$74
October 6 – NASCAR ..................................................................................$94
October 12 – Fall Block Party - Ocean City, NJ ..................................$45
October 12 – Statue of Liberty & 911 Museum ..............................*$89
October 26 – Baltimore National Aquarium ......................................$70
October 26 – Beer Festival @ Watkins Glen ........................................$73
Call – Radio City Christmas Spectacular ..............................................Call

      OvErnighTS
Sept. 18-19 – Dover Downs .................................................$125 p/p DBL
Oct. 12-13 – Fall Foliage PA Grand Canyon ....................$315 p/p DBL
Nov. 3-5 – Resorts Casino & Hotel .....................................$182 p/p DBL
Nov. 10-12 – Foxwoods Great Cedar Hotel ....................$257 p/p DBL
Dec. 1-4 – Capital Christmas ................................................$852 p/p DBL
Dec. 1-6 – Country Christmas Nashville ....................... $1494 p/p DBL
2020 – Dover Downs ..............................................................$142 p/p DBL
April 30 to May 3 – Kentucky Derby .............................. $2259 p/p DBL

*Child Rates Available

TOURS
P.O. Box 69 • Cressona, PA 17929
570-385-4488 or 1-855-472-3734

www.rjtours.com

this convenient service to you.
MuniciPAY is audited on an annual basis by a 

company that is recognized as a Qualified Security 
Assessor by the PCI Security Standards.

2018 water quality report
The 2018 annual 

Drinking Water Quality 
Report is available for 
viewing on the bor-
ough’s website (select 
the Pine Grove Water 
Dept. tab) or get a 
copy in person at the 
Municipal Building, 
One Snyder Avenue.

Food pantry
The Pine Grove Area Council of Churches Food 

Pantry serves those in need of nutritious food items 
on the third Saturday of every month. Located in the 
lower level of the Weekday Church School building, 
200 School Street (directly across the street from the 
entrance to the Pine Grove Area Elementary School), 
food distribution takes place from 9 a.m. to noon.

The pantry serves families of Pine Grove, Pine 
Grove Twp. and Washington Twp. For information or 
for emergency food, call 570-345-3033 between 9 a.m. 
and 9 p.m. Leave a message if no answer.

Ash collection
Ash pickup continues once per week on Fridays 

now into November. Starting November 5, twice per 
week collection will begin on Tuesdays and Fridays 
and continue through the heating season. Tubs are 
to be placed curbside, have handles, and be free of 
sharp edges.

Leaf cleanup
What do you do with all those falling leaves and 

yard waste? The Borough provides pick-up of bagged 
leaves every Thursday in November. You must bag 
the leaves and have 
them at the curb 
before 8 a.m. Piles 
of leaves will not be 
collected.

The Borough 
maintains a com-
post site where 
residents may take 
leaves, grass clip-
pings, and other 
yard vegetation waste. The cost is $20 per year and 
is for residents only. The compost site operates 
from March through the fall season, and is open on 
Tuesdays and Saturdays. Permits are available at the 
Borough Municipal Building.

Please help your neighborhood
Blocked street drains can create a hazard for you 

and your neighbors during heavy rain events and 
when winter snows and ice occur. If you see the drain 
near your house clogged with leaves or litter, please 
take a few minutes to open it with a broom or shovel.

Water bill payments
Quarterly water bill payments were due August 5. 

If you missed it, a late fee will be assessed. Upcoming 
bills are due on the first Monday of November 
this year and February, May, and August of 2020. 
Payments can be made by check or money order by 
mail or in person at the Borough Municipal Building. 
You can also make a payment electronically online.

Pay by credit/debit
The Pine Grove Borough office accepts credit/

debit card payments, using MuniciPAY, for water ser-
vice. Customers are able to make payment online or 
at the Borough Office.

Payments accepted 
through MuniciPAY will be 
Visa, Mastercard, Discover, 
American Express, or 
e-check. Payments made in 
this way will be subject 

to service fees of 2.65% or $3, 
whichever is greater for credit 
cards, and $1.50 for e-check.
The Borough does not collect, 

receive or retain any portion of the service fees. The 
fees are charged by MuniciPAY in order to provide 

Borough Services update . . . And events!

– Continued on Page 12
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– Continued from Page 11

Become a Lions Club member
“We Serve” is the motto of Lions Clubs through-

out the world. The mission of the Pine Grove Lions 
Club is to improve the quality of life for residents 
of Pine Grove and surrounding communities by 
providing support for health related issues, youth 
programs, emergency relief in disaster situations, cul-
tural growth, and other needs of the local community 
through giving and personal service. Sight preserva-
tion is the worldwide proj-
ect of Lions International 
chapters.

Consider becom-
ing a member of the 
Pine Grove Lions Club. 
Stop in at the Lions 
Den headquarters 
building at 1 Veterans 
Memorial Drive during 
the Autumn Stroll and 
find out more. Or call 570-
345-7446 to see how you 
can be part of building your community and caring 
for others.

The club meets regularly on the second and 

fourth Thursday each month at the Lions Den. The 
Pine Grove Lions Club has served the Pine Grove com-
munity since 1947.

Recycling electronics
The Covered Device Recycling Act of 2010 pro-

hibits the disposal of desktop 
computers, laptop computers, 
monitors, peripherals, televi-
sions, and hand-held elec-
tronic devices. Do not 
place with your house-
hold trash as your refuse 
collector and landfills 
will not accept these items.

The state Department 
of Environmental Protection 
urges you to do your part for the environ-
ment by recycling all unused electronic devices.

Unfortunately, the Schuylkill County Office of 
Solid Waste & Resource Management decided not to 
include these electronics in its annual Fall Cleanup. 
Please continue to store unwanted electronics until 
the next collection in the county.

Thanks to all residents helping to keep Pine Grove 
Borough a cleaner place and responsible in its waste 
and recycling efforts.

Borough Services update . . . And events!

Pine grove borough info
Find us on Facebook
Facebook.com/PineGroveBorough
www.pinegroveborough.org

How to properly fit a helmet
Snug on the head – Size your helmet to your head 

using the right combinations of foam sizing pads or 
the retention system by using the dial on the back 
of the helmet to adjust. Adjust the pads. Make sure 
the helmet cannot move from side to side or up and 
down.

Wear it low on your forehead – The helmet should 
have two straps joined with a “tri-glide” to form a 
“V.” The front and 
rear strap of each 
V should be snug 
when a tri-glide 
is positioned just 
below the earlobe.

Tighten Buckle 
Strap – The buckle 
strap should fit snug beneath the chin. Only one adult 
finger should be able to fit between the clip and the 
chin.

Double-check the fit – When securely fit, your eye-
brows should move up and down or side to side with 
the movement of the helmet. If you see this, you know 
your helmet is a good fit!

Remember to wear a helmet 
EVERY time you ride! It’s the law! 
Helmets are required!

Pennsylvanian law states that 
everyone under age 12 must wear 
a helmet. This applies to children 
operating bicycles and to children 
who are passengers in a restrain-

ing seat or trailer. It’s very important for people over 
age 12 to also wear a helmet. Wearing a helmet makes 
it easier for others to see you. Be a good example to 
other bike riders by wearing your helmet.

Quick facts
It is very important that everyone wear a helmet 

every time he/she rides a bike. Most bicycling deaths 
and serious injuries are due to head injuries. 

• Each year, bicycle crashes kill about 900 people 
… 200 of those are children under 15 years old.

• At the same time 567,700 people go to hospital 
emergency rooms due to injuries … 382,000 are 
children below 15 years old.

• Each year, 130,000 suffer from head injuries due 
to bicycle crashes.

• More than 70% of children, ages 5 to 14 (27.7 mil-
lion), ride bicycles.

• Studies show that wearing a bike helmet can 
reduce the risk of head injury by 85%. 

• Make sure the helmet is properly fitted to your 
head.

Bike Smart from the Start . . . wear a helmet
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1305 Long Run Road, Friedensburg, PA 17933
     570-739-2963 • www.cccandies.com

In-Store Made
Baked Goods
Pies, Custom Cakes,

Sticky Buns, Fresh Baked
Bread Every Tues. & Friday

of the Statue of Liberty, and the Corliss Engine – a 
steam engine so large it powered the entire exhibi-
tion. Nearly 10 million people attended during the 
159-day world exhibition.

• The Battle of Little Big Horn raged June 25-26, 
1876 when Lt. Colonel George Custer and his 7th 
U.S. Cavalry engaged the Sioux and Cheyenne 
Indians on the bluffs above the Little Big Horn 
River. Custer and all 264 members of his cavalry 
perished.

• August 2, 1876 – Federal legislation appropriated 
$2 million to complete the privately sponsored 
construction of the Washington Monument.

• The Presidential election on November 7, 1876 
showed Democrat Samuel J. Tilden winning the 
popular vote, but Republican Rutherford B. Hayes 
reversing that outcome in the Electoral College by 
one vote. Disputed votes in four states would not 
decide a victor until March the next year. Congress 
declared Hayes the winner, in large part after 
Republicans agreed to end reconstruction in the 
South.

Several ways to help the cause

The Stanhope School Restoration Project contin-
ues to make progress, all be it at times slower than 
we would like because of the lack of volunteers this 
summer. Can you, or someone you know, assist us 
for a day, a week, a month, or for a single project? If 
so, please contact Linda at lmillsgso@aol.com or leave 
a message at the Pinegrove Historical Society at 570-
345-0157.

The annual “Restoration-In-Progress” open house 
event will be on Sunday, Sept. 15 from 2 to 4 p.m. at 
the Stanhope School located at the corner of Mexico, 
Stanhope, and Camp roads in Pine Grove Township.

Get a good meal; support the restoration
Again, this fall the Stanhope School Restoration 

Project will be having a Community Day at Hoss’s in 
Cressona, near the juncture of Rt. 183 and Rt. 61. The 
event will be all day Saturday, Sept. 21.

Participation is easy! Get a copy of the Community 
Day notice at the Restoration-In-Progress event, the 
Stanhope School Restoration Facebook page, or email 
Tina at tiki5977@verizon.net.

Then go to Hoss’s any time between 11 a.m. and 
10 p.m. on Sept. 21 and eat! The Stanhope School 
Restoration Project will get a percentage of your 
check.

Original school built 143 years ago
The original Stanhope school was constructed in 

1876. What other important events happened about 
that same time?
• The United States government ordered all Native 

Americans onto a system of reservations through-
out the western lands of the United States. This 
action led to the Great Sioux War of 1876.

• May 10, 1876 - The Philadelphia Centennial 
Exhibition, a world’s fair celebrating the 100th 
birthday of the United States opened on 285 acres 
in that city’s Fairmount Park. Public showings 
included Alexander Graham Bell with his newly 
patented telephone, Thomas Edison with the 
megaphone and phonograph, Westinghouse with 
the air brake, an exhibit showing the top portion 

historical Society preserves the past

Stanhope School restoration open house Is Sept. 15

As you start to think 
about holiday shopping, 
consider purchasing the 
Pinegrove Tote. (That’s 
not a misprint; the one-
word “Pinegrove” is his-
torically correct!)

The 13-inch wide by 
10-inch deep by 15-inch 
tall tote costs $10 plus 
shipping/handling, if 
mailed. Contact Linda at
lmillsgso@aol.com or Century Antiques to purchase.

Cash donations are always welcome! Consider a 
donation in memory of someone special. Make your 
check payable to “Pinegrove Historical Society” – note 
“Stanhope School Project” in the memo section – and 
mail to the Pinegrove Historical Society, P.O. Box 65, 
Pine Grove, PA 17963.
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Dianne M. Snyder Zimmerman, Supervisor
Lisa A Harner, Funeral Director

• Family owned and operated, serving the area since 1915. 
• 4th generation of providing funeral, cremation, memorial 

and graveside services. 
• Pre-planning services available.
• Handicapped accessible; playroom area for children.

h. l Snyder Funeral home, inc.
139 S. Tulpehocken Street  •  Pine Grove  

Phone: 570-345-2266

www.hlsnyderfuneralhome.com

Swiftreach – getting you Critical Info fast!
Swiftreach is a communication service that allows 

the Pine Grove Borough to notify residents quickly 
and efficiently in the event of an emergency or need 
to convey critical information.

The PA Department of Environmental Protection 
mandated all water systems are required to notify 
customers quickly when a situation with the water 
system arises. From time to time, we have had to con-
tact our customers when our water system was com-
promised and issue a Boil Water Advisory. In years 
past, we have relied on newspapers, news stations, 
radio stations, police announcement over a loud-
speaker, and word of mouth to accomplish this task.

Pine Grove Borough has contracted with Swiftreach 
Networks, Inc. to contact our customers and residents. 
Swiftreach is a Public Notification 
System using cutting-edge technol-
ogy to swiftly contact our residents 
via telephone or e-mail. Now when 
a Boil Water Advisory is necessary, 
or any time the Borough needs to 
be in contact with its residents such 
as a declared snow emergency, we 
can do so in a matter of minutes. 
This would also include other states 
of emergency, disaster announce-
ments, road closures, parking 
restrictions, and other announce-
ments as necessary.

Pine Grove Borough • Water Customer Information System
Contact Name:

Mailing Address:
Please check the line for your preferred method of notification.

q Primary Phone Number:

q Cell Phone Number:

q Email Address:
Please return the information sheet to the borough office at
Pine Grove Borough: One Snyder Avenue, Pine Grove

We need your help!
In order to make Swiftreach work, information 

regarding you, including your address, phone num-
ber, cell phone number, e-mail address, and your 
preferred method of notification is necessary. If you 
have not sent this to date, complete the form and mail 
it in, deliver in person, call or e-mail your information 
today!

Mail or deliver to Pine Grove Borough; One Snyder 
Avenue; Pine Grove, PA 17963. You can also call 570-
345-3555 with the information or e-mail us at pgbor-
ough@comcast.net.

Property owners with apartments should provide 
information regarding their tenants. Tenants should 
also complete the form to assure optimum notification.

Hours tHru october 
Fri., Sat. – 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sun., Mon. – Noon to 5 p.m.

3 Berry Rd.
Schuylkill Haven

Deborah@TheArtsBarn.com

Check our website or call for more information

570-366-8736 or check us out on    Facebook
www.TheArtsBarn.com

Fall arTS FESTival

check out our new fall classes

Sunday, Sept. 29 – 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
– RAIN or SHINE  •  No Pets Please –

FREE Admission & Parking  •  Demonstrating Artists
Arts & Crafts Vendors  •  Dancing/Irish & Tap

Live Music, Dance & Theater  •  Balloon Sculptures
Food/Twisted Sisters, Market Square Coffee House

Grandpop Bubbles / Activities / Face Painting
Painting with Foxy Lady  •  And MORE!!!
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BuSineSS CardS  •  LeTTerheadS  •  enveLoPeS  •  FlyErS
BroChureS  •  PoSTCardS  •  CarBonLeSS FormS
TiCkeTS  •  PoSTerS
vinyl bannErS
FLaGS  •  Yard SiGnS
nEwSlETTErS
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anyThing PrinTED

South Schuylkill
Printing & Publishing

10% oFF
aNy PriNT orDEr

Placed 8/1/19 thru 10/31/19
New or Loyal Customers.

With this coupon. Limit one coupon per order. Expires 10/31/19

960 e. main Street  •  Schuylkill haven, Pa 17972
Ph: 570-385-3120  •  printing@southschuylkill.net

www.SouthSchuylkill.com

Serving Our loyal Printing customers For Over a century

oNE Color To Full Color

Life is about having the proper perspective. Before 
I got involved in local politics, I complained about 
things I thought I knew all about. But, I quickly came 
to find out that I had little to no knowledge of what is 

involved in running our Borough.
I have been a member of Pine 

Grove Borough Council for 3-1/2 
years. From some residents, typi-
cally critical of government, I 
often here the Borough Council 
referred to as the “Old Man’s 
Club.” I find that funny because 
some of us are in our 30s, some 
in their 40s, some in their 50s, 
some in the 60s, and some in 
their 70s. In reality, Council runs 
the full range of age and social 
perspectives. After this next 

election cycle we may have a lady elected to the coun-
cil, then what would we be called?

I have found with the summer heat, some residents 
seem to get “hot under the collar” with negative com-
ments and thoughts that issues should happen faster 
or be handled differently. Some call our actions shame-
ful and one person called council members cowards. 

I’m pretty thick-skinned, but that last one stung 
a bit, referring to a decision that involved children’s 
safety. Unfortunately, such accusations are made with 
little or no knowledge why the decision was made the 

way it was.
Perspective changes with time. Often I hear older 

people say, “the younger generation just doesn’t get 
it.” I’m humored by that since our younger generation 
offers us a fresh perspective on life’s happenings. 
Younger people have grown up with this digital age 
and understand how to employ many of our gadgets 
to make life run easier. Those that are older under-
stand, from their perspective, the simpler life of living 
without.

We were joking before our last council meeting 
how our current council president probably remem-
bers black and white televisions with only 3 channels. 
He laughed and said, “So true.”

To put the wraps on this open thought, might I 
offer some advice? All of us bring differing perspec-
tives to the table. None should be considered wrong, 
just different.

This is what makes our local government strong 
– differing perspective. Before you launch out with 
something that may be hurtful, think before you 
speak. You may just find the other person’s perspec-
tive enlightening and possibly educational.

I’ve watched and participated in decisions over 
the last 3-1/2 years. My perspective on local politics 
has definitely changed – broadened for the better. 

I hope what’s left of summer is a great experience 
and builds lifelong memories for you and your family.

– leroy Bates, Councilman

one Councilman’s opinion

leroy BATeS
Councilman
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The evergreen
Historic Pine Grove . . . Early Settlers

Noted the Area's “Fine Stand of Pines”

Borough of pine grove
1 Snyder Avenue • Pine Grove, PA 17963

official matter
of pine grove Borough
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Halloween

Parade &

Autumn Stroll

Oct. 19

29 S Tulpehocken St 
Pine Grove, PA 17963 

570-345-2561 

new hours:
MOnDay – FriDay
7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

SaTurDay
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.


