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This has been an extremely trying first half of 
the year, stopping the spread of the Chinese Virus. 
Activities and daily life will be altered for a significant 

time in the future. Even after we 
reach forward from Yellow Phase 
to Green, it’s not unreasonable 
to ask, “Will we ever go back to 
‘normal’ again?”

Pine Grove Borough Council 
held its first “virtual” public 
meeting this past month. It went 
well and we plan to do the June 
meeting this way also. The pub-
lic is encouraged to log into the 
meeting using the numbers and 
codes supplied on the Borough 
website: pinegroveborough.org. 

Please remember to mute your background noises 
until you are invited to speak. You are encouraged to 
submit your questions and concerns ahead of time to 
the Borough email: pgborough2@comcast.net.

Office procedures adjusted for safety
Following the state’s Stay-At-Home Order, effec-

tive April 1, all counties in the Commonwealth were 
placed in the Red Phase with prescribed precautions.
The Borough limited contact among office personnel, 

The Pennsylvania Stay-At-Home Order to reduce 
the spread of the COVID-19 virus has extended now 
for nearly three months. Schuylkill County has moved 
from Red Phase to Yellow as of May 29, allowing for 
some easing of restrictions; but, with many business-
es still not allowed to operate.

The intent clearly is to stem the tide of the global 
pandemic and protect the health and safety of all 
residents until a treatment and future vaccine can be 
developed.

But it sure has put our normal lives and business 
economics into a tailspin, hasn’t it?

Many businesses, deemed non-life sustaining, 
were forced to close. Some, in order to continue serv-
ing the public, were required to modify operations 
and to realize a greatly reduced volume and lesser 
income to cover expenses.

Public schools, colleges, and universities scram-

police, and work crews plus closed our offices from 
direct contact with the public. 

As we transition to Yellow Phase, effective May 29, 
and eventually to Green Phase, we are reviewing our 
sanitizing and social distancing restrictions against 
state and federal recommendations. 

As you may gather, we will continue to check 
staff temperatures daily and minimize contact with 
visitors. The Borough website is your best source of 
changing information as to office hours and tempo-
rary procedures.

bled to establish “distance learning” when required to 
close their doors to prevent people-to-people contact. 
Parents were forced to arrange for the care of young-
sters at home, if they were still able to work, and 
to adapt to become teachers themselves in a home-
schooling environment.

Many adults were furloughed or laid off due to 

State of the Borough Amid the Stay-At-Home Order

precautions Are In place; But, When Will pool open?

Tom fIckINger
council president

Businesses Adapt to coVID-19 restrictions

reADY for uSe … WheN ALLoWeD
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: Pine Grove
Stand UP

and Be
coUnted!

The 2020 ceNSuS IS hAppeNINg NoW!
Data collected in the census will inform the 

distribution of more than $675 billion in federal 
funds to states and communities like Pine Grove 
Borough. Getting a complete and accurate count 
in 2020 requires every Schuylkill County resi-
dent’s help. 

Help your community get the funding it needs 
for programs and services like the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Medicaid, 
health clinics, education, and much more.

Do it today! It only takes 5 minutes online at:
2020Census.gov

2020 Borough offIcIALS
Regular Council Meeting:

2nd Thursday of Each Month – 7 p.m.
Municipal Building – 1 Snyder Ave.

offIcIALS
Mayor ................................................. Willard Shiffer
Chief of Police ......................Thomas J. Trotter, IV
President of Council ........................Tom Fickinger
Vice President of Council ....................Leroy Bates
Pro Tem ...................................................... Len Clark
Secretary/Treasurer ...................... Melissa A. Dyer
Tax Collector .......................................... Sally Burke
Solicitor ............... Christopher W. Hobbs, Esquire
Engineer ..............................Cardno BCM Engineers
Floodplain Admin. .............. Light-Heigel & Assoc.
EMA Coordinator ............................ Dave Sattizahn
Code Enforcement ............... Light-Heigel & Assoc.
Health Officer ......................................... Lew Moyer

couNcIL
Michael Allison•Leroy Bates

Skip Butler•Leonard Clark•Thomas Fickinger
Rodney Hiester•Elaine Holley

poLIce
Thomas J. Trotter, IV, Chief

Mike Dissinger•Tyler Dissinger
Pete Mozurkevich

Gino Ricigliano•Christopher Taylor
Mark Vandermartin•Beau Yarmush

STreeTS & WATer DepArTmeNT
Len Clark, Streets & Water Supervisor

Jacob Dinger•Robert Kolb
Earl Kreiser

Borough offIce
Melissa A. Dyer

Cindy Fenstermacher•Mandy Miller

commITTee ASSIgNmeNTS
ADmINISTrATIoN, BuDgeT & fINANce

Thomas Fickinger•Leroy Bates
Michael Allison

perSoNNeL
Leroy Bates•Thomas Fickinger

Michael Allsion

puBLIc WorkS
Tom Fickinger•Len Clark•Rodney Hiester

properTY & NATurAL reSourceS
Leroy Bates•Skip Butler•Elaine Holley

fLooD mITIgATIoN
Len Clark•Thomas Fickinger•Skip Butler

commuNITY DeV. • pArkS & recreATIoN
Len Clark•Leroy Bates•Mike Allison

puBLIc SAfeTY
Skip Butler•Rodney Hiester•Elaine Holley

STorm WATer commITTee
Leroy Bates•Len Clark•Tom Fickinger

State of the Borough

Everybody in the pool? But, when?
 Many of you have asked, after hearing that sur-

rounding communities decided not to open their 
pools this summer, “What is Pine Grove Borough’s 
expectations for a possible swimming pool opening 
and what precautions will need to be put into place?”

We will put forth our best effort to provide some 
form of swimming activities yet this summer. But 
users’ health and safety will always be the highest 
priority with this decision.

The new pool pump and filter system have been 
installed and will be operational by this printing. The 
pool has been cleaned, chlorinated and ready for use. 

Changes will have to be made to the pool building 
and Snack Shack per the health guidelines at open-
ing. Guidelines for the swimming area, with respect 
to capacity and social zones, are also being reviewed. 

Since surrounding communities are deciding to 
not open their pools this year, Pine Grove may have 
to limit any pool use to Borough residents only. 

NeW pooL fILTer SYSTem INSTALLeD

– Continued from Page 1

– Continued on Page 4
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Temperature checks and questionnaire completion 
may also be required on a daily basis. Check the 
Borough website for updates.

Streets and water system update
Plans for this summer’s streets program and pav-

ing projects are currently “on hold.” 
The new water wells have had their pump draw-

down tests completed. The Susquehanna River Basin 
Authority has notified us that one level sensor indi-
cated some local drawdown. This is being evaluated 
and may require a slightly lower pumping rate for one 
of the wells.

Since the new storage tank is currently supplying 
the system, renovations on our original tank are near-
ing completion. A new access ladder, new overflow 
and inlet piping have been installed. The seal between 
the tank base and sidewall has been repaired and the 
inside and outside surfaces of the tank have been 
newly coated. This tank will be brought on line in the 
near future.

Swatara Creek project
The flood control project behind the Penn Dye 

plant is progressing on schedule. You may have 
observed the many tri-axle trucks removing large 
amounts of soil to lower the area for the proposed 
wetland flood control.

– Tom fickinger, Borough council president

960 E. Main Street  •  Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Ph: 570-385-3120  •  Fax: 570-385-0725

E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net

We Can Design It • Print It • Mail It

www.SouthSchuylkill.com

South Schuylkill
Printing & Publishing

direct MaiL to everY
Household and Business!
You choose the area. no addresses or labels.
needed. Pay only 19.1 cents each in postage.

E.D.D.M.
EvEry Door DirEct Mail

Get Your Business
name out there!

State of the Borough . . . by Tom fickinger

Log JAmB NeeDS To Be cLeAreD – unable to get 
heavy equipment to this log jamb, chain saws oper-
tated from within the creek will be necessary.

pinegrove historical Soc.

Who says people aren’t interested in old things? 
Since mid-February 2020, the Pinegrove Historical 
Society has been sharing historical photos of our area 
via its Facebook page. Popularity has reached thou-
sands of viewers for some of the photos. 

The most popular was 
the Koch Coal Company, 
with more than 4,000 
viewers! Other popular 
photos were the old cov-
ered bridge that spanned 
the Swatara Creek on East 
Pottsville Street and the 
Mansion House, where 
people dined and maybe 
spent the night. 

Some of the old photos came from the Historical 
Society’s collection and some had been included in 
past editions of the annual pictorial calendar that 
members receive for free when they renew their dues 
or join for the first time prior to December 31 each 
year.

As a result of the Facebook “hits”, the Historical 
Society is putting together a new book – “Ways We 
Used to Socialize.” Given the 2020 year when we 
must do social distancing and “stay at home” because 
of the virus pandemic, the upcoming book will be a 
refreshing look at many ways Pine Grove area resi-
dents enjoyed social times from 1900-2000. The book 
will be available this fall. 

Have a memory you’d like to share? Feel free to 
send it to the Society at P.O. Box 65, Pine Grove 17963 
or email it to LLouMiller@aol.com.

Anyone can join the Society. Dues are inexpen-
sive. Such support helps the Society to keep its com-
munity’s history alive! For a membership brochure, 
call 570-345-0157 or email jwertz43@comcast.net.

photos Shared online
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business closures or cutbacks. Federal economic 
incentives through direct payments from the IRS 
to taxpayers and their dependents, loans to busi-
nesses (some with payback forgiveness) through 
the Small Business Administration, and increased 
Unemployment Compensation promised some finan-
cial relief. Problems due to the huge number of appli-
cations meant that relief was a long time coming, if 
yet!

The following businesses serving the Pine Grove 
area replied to a request from The Evergreen to 
share how each is coping through this unusual and 
trying time for all.

South Schuylkill printing & publishing, designer 
and printer of The Evergreen, delayed this issue’s 
publication date by four weeks due to the uncertainty 
how event organizers, Borough officials, and busi-
nesses would adapt to the stress and strain of these 
unusual times.

SSPP was deemed an “essential business” under 
the Governor’s order due to its public communica-
tions and supply of printed materials for other “life-
sustaining” customers such as food processing and 
pharmaceuticals. Internal operations continued via 
telephone and email contacts, but its doors remain 
locked to walk-in customers. Hands-free delivery has 
always been its service within Schuylkill County with 
commercial delivery to other areas.

Stanhope one-room School restoration, an 
ongoing project of the Pinegrove Historical Society, 
delayed its planned work during the Stay-At-Home 
order in Pennsylvania. Restoration will continue this 
year while still practicing social distancing.

The Restoration in Progress public Open House, 
originally scheduled in May, has  been rescheduled 
and will now take place on Saturday, Aug. 8 from 1 
to 3 p.m. The school building is located in Pine Grove 
Township south of Pine Grove Borough at the inter-
section of Mexico, Stanhope, and Camp roads.

phoenix rehabilitation and health Services, with 
offices in Orwigsburg, Pine Grove, and Pottsville, is 
open for physical therapy! We offer in-clinic visits, in-

Businesses Adapt to coVID-19 restrictions
– Continued from Page 1

– Continued on Page 6

SPreaD The WOrD
Interested in submitting an arti-

cle for next quarter’s issue of The 
Evergreen? We welcome community 
service and nonprofit organization 
information. Please contact Borough 
Secretary, Melissa Dyer at 570-345-
3555 or pgborough@comcast.net
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home outpatient therapy, or tele-health therapy. 
In-home outpatient therapy allows you to have 

physical therapy in the comfort of your own home. 
Tele-health therapy gives you the opportunity to seek 
care for your injuries in a virtual environment. We are 
committed to providing care in a safe, clean environ-
ment. Call us to learn more about what type of visit 
best meets your needs.

Located in Orwigsburg at 705 W. Market St., call 
570-968-2131; Pine Grove at 29 Tremont Road, call 
570-915-4160; and in Pottsville at 870 Gordon Nagle 
Trail, call 570-399-5331.

Staff members of Spotts Insurance group, with 
local offices in Schuylkill Haven and Pine Grove, have 
been working from home during the state’s Stay-At-
Home order, protecting the health and safety of its 
clients, staff, and their families while still servicing its 
customers’ insurance needs.

The staff has been operating at full capacity dur-
ing regular business hours and has been reaching out 
to all clients to ensure they are doing well.  

Thank you to our clients for their understanding 
regarding the closing of our offices. Spotts Insurance 
Group would also like to thank all healthcare workers, 
first responders and essential workers for keeping 
our community running during this difficult time.

In Schuylkill Haven, call 570-385-1911. Readers in 
the Pine Grove area, call that office at 570-345-3252. 

Get more information at its website, spotts4insur-
ance.com.

pine grove pharmacy – Pharmacist Alyssa 
Neidlinger shared, “The health and safety of our cus-
tomers and employees have always been top priori-
ties. The COVID-19 virus situation only emphasized 
what we have been practicing. We have been wear-
ing masks, regularly disinfecting, had a splashguard 
installed at the register, and placed 6-foot spacing 
markers on the floor in order to reduce the potential 
spread of germs.

“We have encouraged our customers, especially 
those of high risk, to take advantage of the curb-
side pick-up and free delivery services that we offer. 
During these challenging times, we received several 
donations and thank you cards from customers and 
local businesses. We’re thankful to be a part of the 
communities that care about us as much as we care 
about them.”

Schuylkill county’s VISIoN office, located at 11 
E. Main St. in Schuylkill Haven, made sacrifices and 
figured out how to continue its programming in a “no 
contact” way.

VISION executive director, Jeanne Elberfield, says 
“Although COVID-19 threw us a curveball, Schuylkill 
County’s VISION continues to connect resources, peo-
ple, and ideas in the creation of innovative, engaging 
programs for a better tomorrow.”

Programming shifted to virtual platforms includ-
ing its Move More Month – a movement challenge 
and self-directed scavenger hunt; Circle Time with 
preschoolers; COVID-19 Victory Gardens; Schuylkill 
Drums (drumming circles); Trauma-Informed infor-
mation sharing; Stigma and Bias professional devel-
opment program; and others.

“We are looking forward to the day when we 
can once again gather to resume work at the Haven 
Community Garden, local agencies, and attend meet-
ings in person. Be well.”

• CONSTRUCTION
• AGRICULTURE 
• LANDSCAPING
• COMMERCIAL  
• EXCAVATION 
• REEFER UNITS

17 Municipal Road   •   PO Box 375   •   Orwigsburg, PA 17961   •   PA9761
CALL US AT (570) 366-1275 •  WWW.HBSTEELEOIL.COM

THE GO TO COMPANY
FOR OFF-ROAD DIESEL

PREMIUM TREATED FUEL & VOLUME DISCOUNTS

Providing Year Round Comfort

(570) 366-1275  •  WWW.HBSTEELOIL.COM

Providing Year Round Comfort

Businesses Adapt to coVID-19 restrictions

Frequent Buyer Cards (Get one bag FREE when 
card is filled) for our Wildbird Feed and Shelled & 
Cracked Corn. See store for details.

We have five Wildbird mixes – Backyard Blend, 
Premium Blend, Cardinal Deluxe, Dove Blend, Finches 
Delight – all formulated to not end up on the ground 
under your feeder.

Our Corn & Wildlife Grains are huge favorites among 
Wildlife enthusiasts.

10 Snyder Ave., Pine Grove, PA (570) 345-3309

Do you likE to FEED thE wilDliFE in your backyarD?
wE Mix all our wilDliFE FEEDs right hErE in PinE grovE. 

Pine grove borough info
Find us on Facebook
Facebook.com/PineGroveBorough
www.pinegroveborough.org
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change Is Necessary When emergencies happen

In 2011 we had three immense floods here in 
Pennsylvania and our village was not spared. This 

disaster forced the borough to 
look closer at flood remedia-
tion, creation of an emergency 
management committee, and 
forge a closer relationship with 
our school district where people 
took shelter. The borough office 
also built a reasonably close rela-
tionship with FEMA at that time 
to help remove flooded proper-
ties that were blighted from the 
water. 

In the summer of 2018 we 
experienced a “100-year” and a 

“500-year” flood that necessitated more changes to 
our flood remediation plans. We also looked closely 
at the buildup of silt in the Swatara Creek near each 
main road that goes through, or near, our town. 
Hundreds of truckloads were removed from the 
upside portions of each bridge in Pine Grove. Large 
amounts of silt were also removed from strategic 
points of the Swatara Creek. Engineers were hired by 
the Borough to do an exhaustive study of our storm 
drains and the underground piping system that carri-
ers the water to the Swatara Creek.

And, now a new challenge
This COVID-19 situation is another emergency 

that has necessitated change in our Borough. Our 
employees had never experienced anything like this 
before, nor did we know what the formal plan was – 
because we didn’t have one. 

Who would have known that we would need to 
close the Borough Office to the public and our walk-
in customers? Who would have known that the office 
staff would sometimes need to work from home, or 
how that would work? Who would have known that 
we would need sanitizer, N95 masks, and rubber 
gloves back in February of this year? 

So here we are with a new normal, where vir-
tual meetings online through Zoom technology are 
becoming more commonplace. We never have done 
a web-based meeting before in Borough history. Each 

member of our Borough staff is learning to work away 
from the confines of brick walls and get some of the 
job done at home. 

The Water and Road Crews manage most of the 
business at a distance now. The Police Department 
still functions, just not with the normal open-for-
business doors at Borough Hall. And lastly, our ladies 
in the office discovered how to function from home 
as well as from the locked offices at Borough Hall.

We appreciate the public’s grace extended to our 
Borough employees and to our Council as we have 
adjusted to a new normal. Your patience is com-
mended as you await whether our Community Pool 
will open this summer and when/how we open the 
Borough Office. The Borough awaits guidelines from 
state leadership as we move forward. 

Be safe and well.
– Leroy Bates, council Vice president

Dianne M. Snyder Zimmerman, Supervisor
Lisa A Harner, Funeral Director

• Family owned and operated, serving the area since 1915. 
• 4th generation of providing funeral, cremation, memorial 

and graveside services. 
• Pre-planning services available.
• Handicapped accessible; playroom area for children.

h. l snyder Funeral home, inc.
139 S. Tulpehocken Street  •  Pine Grove  

Phone: 570-345-2266

www.hlsnyderfuneralhome.com

floods or Virus – We Will come out Stronger

LeroY BATeS
council Vice president
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MaMMoth Materials
Site Office: Rt. 901, Minersville

Mon.-fri. 8 to 4; Sat. 8 to 3

We have Rice, Buck, Nut aNd Pea cOal Bulk aNd
BagS-Pick uP ONlY! StOP iN OR call fOR detailS.

570-544-8245
Coal

DeliverY
availaBle

Mulch •Topsoil
cRuShed StONe

DecoraTive sTone • rock

Get your Garden and
landscape supplies now!

Newsletter Particulars
“The Evergreen” is a quarterly newsletter of the 

Borough of pine grove distributed to 1500 house-
holds within the Borough.

The newsletter is designed and printed by
South Schuylkill printing & publishing

960 E. Main St. • Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
ph: 570-385-3120 • fax: 570-385-0725

e-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net
www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.com

publication dates for the next three issues are
August 28, November 20, 2020, and february 26, 2021
News Submittals

Non-profit and community organizations 
within the Borough are invited to submit news 
items for consideration. Written submittals must 
be received by melissa Dyer in the Borough 
offices, pgborough@comcast.net or call 570- 
345-3555 for info, three weeks prior to the pub-
lication date.
Advertising

Businesses wishing to reach every household 
in the Borough of pine grove are invited to ad-
vertise in future issues. contact South Schuylkill 
printing & publishing for more information. call 
Barb @ 570-385-3120. All advertisements must be 
received at least three weeks prior to the publica-
tion dates. Ad content is subject to approval and 
acceptance by the Borough of pine grove.

Hope everyone is doing well. This virus lockdown 
sure has been difficult on all of us  and I can appre-
ciate how it has impacted you and your family. It’s 
been an especially trying time 
for those with the children at 
home and a lot of time to fill 
in their daily activities.  

Our young people have 
lost out on a lot during this shutdown – finishing the 
school year at home, canceled spring sports, prom and 

graduation activities for graduat-
ing seniors. It is sad to not hear 
the crack of Little League bats, 
the roar from proud moms and 
dads, and the decision whether 
the Borough will be able to open 
the community swimming pool 
has not yet been made. 

Schools have responded with 
virtual and online education 
for all students, something that 
hasn’t been done before. The dis-
trict continued to provide lunch-
es (by pickup) for all students. 

No one in the Pine Grove area should go hungry 

during this shutdown. The food pantry has done a 
great job making sure food was available for those in 
need. Other local resources are also available. 

Many parents are unable 
to work due to the state’s Stay-
At-Home Order and its decla-
ration as to what businesses 
and services are “essential” or 

“non-essential.” Precautions to slow the spread of the 
COVID-19 virus seemed to take on a political perspec-
tive rather than strictly a medical one. And both sides 
of the political spectrum can be blamed.  

After about two weeks into the shutdown, the 
arguments from both sides began. It became difficult 
to know whether restrictions were right or wrong 
regarding virus spread. 

Granted, I agree that when the epidemic threat 
was first discovered, government health officials 
determined we needed to do everything we could to 
ensure the health and safety of our citizens. But it 
soon became apparent that many of the directives 
just didn’t seem to make sense. 

How was it okay to shop at Lowe’s, Walmart, and 
grocery stores with social distancing; but, people lost 
employment because restaurants, hair salons, and 
department stores, like Boscov’s, were closed. Like 
many others, as the shutdown continued, I began to 
lose faith in what our government was telling us.

Look on the brighter (cleaner) side
One of the best things that came from this virus 

is the emphasis put on personal hygiene and washing 
hands. As most know, when you have a large number 
of students at school or children in daycare, it’s a 
mixed bag to the degree hygiene is practiced. Most 
have good hygiene habits, but there is also a substan-
tial number who need help and guidance. 

Most parents do a good job, but you also must 
give a great deal of credit to our childcare workers 
and teachers. From the early years to kindergarten 
and through the grades, teaching personal hygiene is 
an important lesson. 

We will get through this pandemic, but not with-

message from the pine grove mayor

much to be Dealing With; But, We Trudge on!

WILL ShIffer
mayor

“We can complain because rose bushes 
have thorns, or rejoice because thorn 
bushes have roses.” – Abraham Lincoln
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out working through required changes in our daily 
lives. For the most part, the Pine Grove area has been 
relatively calm and peaceful. Our residents deserve 
credit for how they have handled the interruption 
caused by the virus and this shutdown.

Neighborhood trash talk 
The past couple months we seemed to have more 

frequent and stronger bouts of high winds than usual. 
Poorly attended trashcans on your or your neighbor’s 
property quickly get strewn about the neighborhood 
and reflect poorly on our entire town. 

When time comes to put your 
garbage out for collection when 
windy conditions are occurring 
or forecast, you need to secure 
that trash container so it doesn’t 
blow down the street tossing its 
contents. Just because you put it 
out at the curb, doesn’t mean it’s 
no longer your responsibility. It’s 
your garbage; it’s your responsi-
bility until it’s picked up.

I have seen so much garbage 
flying around this past spring, we could have filled 
several truckloads. Be responsible; when it’s windy, 
make sure your garbage is secure until it is picked 
up. No excuses.

Trash containers may be put out the night before 
pick-up and must be returned to the back of the 
property by morning of the day after pick-up. There 
have been recent problems when containers are left 
out for nearly a week after collection, resulting in our 
police officers issuing warnings, and in some cases 
a ticket and fine, for violation of our Quality of Life 
Ordinance. 

Garbage cans are not lawn sculptures and certain-
ly do not reflect well on citizens or businesses when 
left in clear site. Property owners are responsible for 
their properties, not the tenant.

Cut your grass/weeds; clear your junk 
The vast majority of our citizens and businesses 

take care of their property. The Borough and most 
the rest of us appreciate you being a good neighbor. 
Check out the picture at the top right above. How 
would you like to live beside this place?

It seems every spring some property owners 
require a reminder to maintain grass and weeds to 
a short length and to clear collections of junk. The 
Borough will aggressively enforce its Quality of Life 
Ordinance.

You say your property is vacant and you live out 
of town? That’s not an excuse! Your property; your 
responsibility! You get a warning for the first viola-
tion with a short time allowance to come into compli-
ance. If it isn’t corrected in that timeframe, you will 
get a ticket and a fine. 

Warnings and tickets go to the property owner. 
It is that person’s responsibility and liability to make 
sure garbage and property maintenance is completed 
in accordance with the Quality of Life Ordinance. 

And, a little encouragement 
I wish you the best through this very trying sum-

mer. This is a great opportunity to learn how to deal 
with a crisis. Be proactive in finding new ways to do 
things as we go forward. Rise to the challenge. We 
will get through this and be stronger for it. Be safe, be 
happy and be a good neighbor.

– Will Shiffer, pine grove mayor

message from the pine grove mayor

Purchase of 4 Tires  
& 4 Wheel Alignment

See store for details.
Not valid with any other offer.  

Expires 8/30/19

$4000 OFF
Transmission 

Flush
Additional cost on additional parts 

may be required.  See store for 
details.  Not valid with any other 

offers.  Expires 8/30/19

$1000 OFF

Moyer’s Car Care

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC REPAIRS

102 South Rt. 183, Schuylkill Haven 
www.MoyersCarCare.net  

 

 
 
 

 

570-739-4477

Auto Parts & Service
24 Hour Towing

 
 
 
 
 
 

Expires 8/31/20

•	 Fleet	Service
•	 Tune	Ups
•	 Batteries
•	 Quality	Discount	Tires
•	 AC	&	Heating	Repairs
 (including r-1234yf Systems)
•	 State	Inspection 
&	Emissions	Inspection

•	 Replace	Engines 
&	Transmissions

•	 Major	Engine	Repairs
•	 Fuel	Injection
•	 Computer	Diagnostics	&	

repairs
•	 Brakes				•	Alignments

$5 OFF00
Full	Synthetic	Oil	Change

Additional cost on parts & labor
may be required. See store for details.

Not valid with any other offers.
Expires 8/31/20

Purchase of 4 Tires  
& 4 Wheel Alignment

See store for details.
Not valid with any other offer.  

Expires 8/30/19

$4000 OFF
Transmission 

Flush
Additional cost on additional parts 

may be required.  See store for 
details.  Not valid with any other 

offers.  Expires 8/30/19

$1000 OFF

Moyer’s Car Care

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC REPAIRS

102 South Rt. 183, Schuylkill Haven 
www.MoyersCarCare.net  

 

 
 
 

 

570-739-4477

Auto Parts & Service
24 Hour Towing

 
 
 
 
 
 

61
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Borough Services update . . . And events!
Schuylkill County Fair cancelled

Another casualty of COVID-
19, organizers of the Schuylkill 
County Fair have made the diffi-
cult decision to cancel this year’s 
summer event. 

The decision had to be made. 
Commitments needed to be 
finalized and entertainers con-
tracted. Costly advertising and 
promotion needed to begin. Would large gatherings 
of people even be allowed by mid-summer or, if they 
were, what precautions would need to be in place and 
enforced? Too many question marks!

Next year’s Schuylkill County Fair, however, has 
already been scheduled – August 2 thru August 7, 
2021.

Community Band concerts also cancelled
The Pine Grove Community Band concerts planned 

this spring and summer are another victim to the 
state’s Stay-At-Home Order.

According to member Mark Lehr, rehearsals that 
were planned to begin 
in April have been called 
off. Scheduled concerts 
at Swatara Village and 
Providence Place retire-
ment homes were can-
celed, as has the Band’s 

annual concert on Independence Day at Sweet Arrow 
Lake County Park.

Funds support for the Community Band is always 
needed and appreciated. Red Lion submarine sand-
wich tickets are available now and good for redemp-
tion through the end of July. Cost is $5.50 each. 
Purchase from Mark at Lehr’s Feed and Farm Supplies, 
10 Snyder Ave., Pine Grove or call 570-345-3309.

Municipal Building closures
The Pine Grove Municipal Building and Police 

Department, 1 Snyder Avenue, have been closed to 
the public due to COVID-19 virus precautions and will 
remain so un-til further notice. 

If you have an emergency, call 9-1-1 to reach the 

Schuylkill County Emergency Communications Center 
and be assisted immediately. Non-emergency contact 
with the Pine Grove Police Department can be made 
by calling 570-345-8100.

The Pine Grove Borough staff is working and can 
be reached for assistance by calling 570-345-3555 
or by email at pgborough2@comcast.net for general 
questions/concerns or pgborough3@comcast.net for 
water matters. When calling after hours, please leave 
a message with your contact information for prompt 
action or a reply.

Water payments may be mailed, placed in the 
“drop box” at the Police Department entrance, or pay 
online at www.pinegroveborough.org by clicking on 
the “Water” tab.

holiday closures – Pine Grove Borough offices 
and employee operations will be closed in obser-
vance of these 2020 remaining holidays: Friday, 
July 3 (Independence Day, observed), September 7 
(Labor Day), Thursday and Friday, November 26-27 
(Thanksgiving), and Thursday (half day) and Friday, 
December 24-25 (Christmas).

Borough website is your info source
Current status and information regarding Borough 

services, advisories, and procedures can be found 
online at the Borough’s greatly expanded website: 
www.pinegroveborough.org. Check often.

Compost site permit
Borough residents may purchase or renew their 

permit to drop off yard waste and other vegetation at 
a cost of $20 for the year. Because the Borough Office 
is currently closed to the public, purchase is by mail 
or by placing your order in the gray drop box by the 
Police Department entrance. 

If your check doesn’t contain your home address, 
please provide a copy of your license, water bill or 
another utility bill to verify that you are a Borough 
resident. Your permit will be mailed to you. 

The compost area is available from March through 
the fall season. Only grass clippings, leaves and small 
branches are allowed. Do not leave plastic bags, gar-
bage or any other items at the compost site.

Virtual public meetings
Pine Grove Borough Council has been meeting 

remotely via online computer means using Zoom 
technology and will continue to do so on the second 
Thursday of each month at 7 p.m.

These are public meetings. Anyone wishing to 

Freshness, Quality, service

Rt. 443 Pine Grove – 570-345-0464
(Across from Pine Grove Schools)

Kings Village, Minersville – 570-544-2099

WIC & Access
Card Welcome

Money Orders 79¢

Open Daily 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

doUBLe coUPonS everYdaY
	SEE	STORE	FOR	DETAILS

“shun” Property maintenance
inspira “shun”
inclina “shun”
Dedica “shun”

Perspira “shun”
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Borough Services update . . . And events!
“tune in” to watch the proceedings can do so. 
Residents will be allowed to ask questions submit-
ted beforehand or typed during the Public Comment 
period of the meeting. Contact the Borough Office via 
email to be registered beforehand and be given access 
procedures.

Electronics/appliance recycling event
As promised late last year, Pine Grove Borough 

has arranged for a special collection day – Saturday, 
July 25 from 9 a.m. to noon – for residents to recycle 
those electronic devices that are forbidden in normal 
trash pickup.

Schuylkill County has not 
allowed electronics recy-
cling in its annual Fall Clean-

up of bulky items for 
the past several years. 
Homeowners and busi-
nesses have been asked 
to save these items for 

an event when they can 
be recycled responsibly. 

That time is now.
See the post on Page 3 of 

this issue of The Evergreen for all the details. Happy 
recycling!

Spring and summer ash collection
Borough curbside ash collection during the spring, 

summer, and early fall seasons will take place only 
once per week on Friday. Residents are reminded 
that ash tubs must have handles and be free of sharp 
edges.

Pay by credit/debit
The Pine Grove Borough office now accepts cred-

it/debit card payments, using MuniciPAY, for water 
service. Customers are able to make payment online 
or at the Borough Office.

Payments accepted through MuniciPAY will be 
Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express, or 
e-check. Payments made in this way will be subject to 
service fees of 2.65% or $3, whichever is greater for 

credit cards, and $1.50 
for e-check.

The Borough does 
not collect, receive or 
retain any portion of the 
service fees. The fees 

are charged by MuniciPAY in 
order to provide this conve-
nient service to you.
MuniciPAY is audited on an 

annual basis by a company that is recognized as 
a Qualified Security Assessor by the PCI Security 
Standards. 

No outdoor burning
Borough ordinance prohibits any outdoor burn-

ing of trash or yard waste within the Borough limits. 
Over the years, this ordinance has proven its worth 

by cutting the number of brush fires in Pine Grove to 
almost zero. Enjoy the summer and fall days ahead 
and stay safe.

Food pantry
The Pine Grove Area 

Council of Churches 
Food Pantry serves those 
in need of nutritious 
food items on the third 
Saturday of every month. 
Located in the lower level 
of the Weekday Church 
School building, 200 
School Street (directly across the street from the 
entrance to the Pine Grove Area Elementary School), 
food distribution takes place from 9 a.m. to noon.

The pantry serves families of Pine Grove Borough, 
Pine Grove Township and Washington Township. For 
additional information or for emergency food, call 
570-345-3033 between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. Leave a mes-
sage if no answer.

In case of an emergency
The Borough uses its website www.pinegrove-

borough.org as a valuable tool to keep residents and 
property owners informed about the happenings in 
the Borough.

In an effort to provide more reliable communi-
– Continued on Page 12

FREE Rx DELIVERY!

• Caring Professionals  
Who Listen 

• Special Medication  
Packaging

• Medication Synchronizing 
• Compounding Specialists 
• Diabetic Supplies 
• Wellness Products

570-345-4422  
10 East Pottsville Street, Pine Grove, PA 17963 

pinegroverx@gmail.com • PineGrovePharmacy.com

Try our  
Mobile  
App!
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cations quickly when emergency or important noti-
fication is necessary, the Borough has partnered 
with Swiftreach Networks, Inc. as its Emergency 
Notification service provider.

Swift911 in its simplest form is a system that 
makes phone calls to specific people or areas in the 
event of an emergency or for sharing important infor-
mation. All the calls you may receive will have the 
Caller ID of Pine Grove Borough.

If you are not receiving these calls, there is a form 
you can fill out right on the Borough website. Look 
for the tab “Swiftreach-Public Notification” or contact 
the Pine Grove Borough office for assistance to get 
registered.

Enjoy getting out, but slow down!
For the well-being of all our citizens, please … 

Slow Down!
The Pine Grove Police Department 

will continue to enforce the Quality of 
Life Ordinance within the Borough. 
The vast majority of residents take 
pride in keeping our town looking 
nice; but, for those who fail to do so, 

the Police will continue to issue a $25 
ticket.

After the third ticket, non-payment of prior 
tickets, and/or continued non-compliance with the 
ordinance will earn a citation that goes to the District 
Justice Office. That fine could be as much as $300. 
Please do your part to keep our town looking nice and 
ensure Quality of Life for all residents.

Suggestion/complaint forms
Do you see a problem in the Borough that needs 

to be corrected? Or, maybe you have a suggestion to 
save money, provide better services, or a solution to 
one of those problems. The Borough has created a 
“Suggestion/Complaint” form and procedure to make 
it easier for residents to alert us and for Borough 
services to receive, review, and possibly implement 
suggestions.

A form can be downloaded from the Borough 
website or get one at Borough Hall. Once completed, 
it will be time-stamped, dated, and passed on to the 

appropriate committee for consideration or action. In 
this way we hope to address these concerns and ideas 
in the most efficient way. 

Enjoy a walk at the park

The Pine Grove Bicentennial Committee reminds 
residents to get outdoors and enjoy a spring or 
summer afternoon walking at Union Canal Veterans 
Memorial Park. Meet your neighbors, but please 
observe social distancing.

While at the park, be sure to stop at the Memorial 
Pavilion that lists the names of those who purchased 
trees in honor and memory of loved ones.

Leashed pets are allowed at the park. Pet owners 
are urged to clean up after their pet. We want to keep 
the park grounds healthy and safe for our children, 
residents and visitors. 

Become a Lions Club member
“We Serve” is the motto of Lions Clubs through-

out the world. The mission of 
the Pine Grove Lions Club is to 
improve the quality of life for 
residents of Pine Grove and sur-
rounding communities by pro-
viding support for health related 
issues, youth programs, emer-
gency relief in disaster situa-
tions, cultural growth, and other 
needs of the local community 
through giving and personal service. Sight preserva-
tion is the worldwide project of Lions International 
chapters.

Meetings and community events are temporarily 
suspended as a precaution to slow the spread of the 
COVID-19 virus. But when activities resume, consider 
becoming a member of the Pine Grove Lions Club. 

Stop in at the Lions Den headquarters building at 
1 Veterans Memorial Drive and find out more. Or call 
570-345-7446 to see how you can be part of building 
your community and caring for others.

When times return to some normalcy, the club 
meets regularly on the second and fourth Thursday 
each month at the Lions Den. The Pine Grove Lions 
Club has served the Pine Grove community since 
1947.

onlinE storE: thecakepros.shopsettings.com

$5 OFF a $30 Order with this aD
thecakepros@outlook.com

2  locations
sErving you
323 Dock Street
Schuylkill Haven
570-593-8166
2083 W. Penn Pike

Suite #5
Andreas, PA

570-386-2005Open: Mon.-Sat. 7-5
Closed: Sunday

Borough Services update . . . And events!
– Continued from Page 11
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remember, lifeguards aren’t babysitters. If a child is 
missing, check the water first! Never leave your child 
alone. If you must leave, take your child with you.

Every pool, every lake and every warm summer 
day holds the possibility of fun summer experiences. 
All you need to add is your undivided attention. 

Smoke detectors
Properly installed and functioning, smoke detec-

tors are the single most important factor in prevent-
ing home fire fatalities. On the job 24 hours per day, 
they will provide you and your family with an early 
warning should a fire occur, giving you the best 
opportunity to escape.

A smoke detector should be installed on every 
level of your home. Since many home fires occur 
while the residents are asleep, smoke detectors 
should also be installed in every bedroom and in the 
hallway outside each sleeping area.

Testing smoke detectors
Smoke detectors should be tested once per month 

by activating the test button to insure that the unit is 
working properly. If a detector is found to malfunc-
tion, it should be replaced. The battery should be 
replaced at least annually and as needed.

Enjoy your summer and please be safe.

It’s time once again to finally enjoy the outdoors 
with warm temperatures and mild afternoons. During 
this time, people find themselves more involved in 
outdoor life.

As the temperature climbs and the grass grows, 
grilling outside feels like a necessity. Your local fire 
departments would like to share a few fire safety tips 
to help you during the upcoming summer season.

According to the National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA), here are some precautions to 
keep in mind when grilling outside:

Propane and charcoal barbecue grills should only 
be used outdoors. The grill should be placed well 
away from the home, deck railing and out from under 
eaves and overhanging branches. Keep children and 
pets at least three feet away from the grill area.

Keep the grill clean by removing grease or fat 
buildup from the grills and in trays below the grill. 
Always make sure your gas grill lid is open before 
lighting it and never leave your grill unattended.

Mowing and swimming safety
The NFPA also offers these fire and safety tips 

while using a gasoline lawn mower, generator, and 
swimming in pools or at recreation areas.

Always be sure your mower motor is cool before 
refueling and never refuel while the engine is run-
ning. Don’t over fill the gas tank causing spillage on 
the mower.

Store gasoline in approved containers away from 
ignition sources and outside of your home.

Swimmers should keep a few safety precautions 
in mind. Don’t go in the water unless you know how 
to swim. Never swim alone. Consider learning CPR 
and rescue techniques.

Make sure the body of water matches your skill 
level. Swimming in a pool is much different than 
swimming in a lake or river, where more strength is 
needed to handle currents.

Don’t underestimate the power of water. Even riv-
ers and lakes can have undertows. If caught in a cur-
rent, don’t try to fight it. Stay calm and float with it, 
or swim parallel to the shore until you can swim free.

Swim only in areas supervised by a lifeguard; but 

  
Excavating	&	Septic	Service

P.S.M.A. Member

570-366-0440
Orwigsburg

• Septic Systems
 Installed, Replaced 

and Repaired
• Septic Tanks &
 Cesspools Cleaned • Year Round 

Cleaning
• Pumps
 Serviced

StrouSe BrotherS, inc.

1305 Long Run Road, Friedensburg, PA 17933
     570-739-2963 • www.cccandies.com

In-Store Made
Baked Goods
Pies, Custom Cakes,

Sticky Buns, Fresh Baked
Bread Every Tues. & Friday

Don’t Take A Vacation from fire Safety

fire prevention Tips for Both Indoors and out
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Did You know? pine grove Treasures unearthed  

There are many things I have learned about our 
Borough since being elected councilman 4-1/2 years 
ago – one being the vast amount of natural resources 
we, as a Borough, have available.

Forestry lands aplenty 
We have not raised taxes in the Borough in at least 

8 years and that is due to two things – good manage-
ment from Council and our employee work groups; 
and, the other, is natural resources. 

Our Borough owns 54 separate properties – total-
ing more than 4,026 acres – scattered throughout 
surrounding townships. On some of that land, the 
Borough has tracts of forest that are professionally 
managed. Proper and timely tree harvesting yields 
revenue that helps keep local taxes down.

Water resources presented a challenge 
There also was a time when we had several large 

reservoirs from which clean drinking water could be 
drawn and purified for public use. The dams them-
selves were very expensive to maintain, according to 
the laws governing engineering in our state. If one of 
the dams had burst, our Borough might have been 
held liable for the damaged homes below each dam. 

Recent flooding in Michigan brought home the 
concern that aging dams can create catastrophic 
emergencies if not maintained properly. The dams 
the Borough had were earthen dams with concrete 
spillways, similar to those in central Michigan. The 
final Borough-owned dam to be dismantled – a wise 
decision – took place just as I came onto council.

Union Canal Park is a treasure
The last piece of “Did you know?” regards Union 

Canal Veterans Memorial Park, adjacent to and south 
of the Community Pool. The park and pond really are 

on the site of the beginnings of the Union Canal back 
in the 1800s, serving as a direct route for coal to be 
transferred out of southwestern Schuylkill County 
prior to the building of the railroad. 

The canal 
was an immense 
staging area for 
barges loaded 
with coal. As 
canal traffic 
declined, the 
area lapsed into 
a state of dis-
repair. It was 
actually mem-
bers of Boy 

Scout Troop 111 that saw this eyesore at the edge of 
town and envisioned something better. Donating time 
and manpower to clean up the area as a community 
service project, the scouts soon realized this was too 
big of a challenge for the scout troop.

The Pine Grove Bicentennial Committee, led by 
president Phyllis Hesser and supported by many 
prominent and dynamic members, stepped in to take 
on the project.

Formed in 1974 to begin planning Pine Grove’s cel-
ebration of the 200th anniversary of the Declaration 
of Independence signing and the birth of the United 
States, substantial funds were raised with the avid 
support of businesses, industry, and individuals. 
Following the celebration, a tidy nest egg of money 
was then invested in anticipation of a yet to be found 
community project.

The Boy Scout Troop’s vision back in the early 
1990s became that project. To this day, Union Canal 
Veterans Memorial Park is maintained and improved 
through the efforts of the Pine Grove Bicentennial 
Committee.

By Leroy Bates, council Vice president

Stanhope School restoration project  

Hope this finds all staying 
healthy and safe. 

The Pinegrove Historical 
Society project to restore the 
Stanhope (one room) Schoolhouse 
has been slowed due to the 
state’s Stay-At-Home Order to 
reduce the spread of the COVID-
19 virus. Restoration work is “on 
hold” at this time. We hope to 
make progress this year while 
observing social distancing. 

Other plans and events had to be canceled or 
rescheduled, including:

• Dining-out at Hoss’s on April 25 was canceled.
• The Restoration in Progress Open House that 

was to be held at the Schoolhouse on May 2 has been 
rescheduled to Saturday, Aug. 8 from 1-to-3 p.m.

• The dining-out event at Red 
Lion on Rt. 443 east of Pine Grove is 
still on for Thurs., June 18 from 11 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Take-outs are available 
if dining-in is not an option at that 
point. Contact Tina at tiki5977@veri-
zon.net to obtain the coupon.

Fundraising and promotion
• Rada Cutlery – Whether you’re 

an avid cook or hate to cook, there 
are plenty of products to choose 
from. Go online at radafundraising.

com?rfsn=1235120.23363c.
• Pinegrove Totebags – contact Linda at lmillsgso@

aol.com or 610-207-9600.
Like and follow us on Facebook @stanhopeschool-

restoration and help spread the word about what the 
Stanhope Restoration Project is doing.
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pine grove Joint Treatment Authority

ChoSEn BESt
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SChuylkill County
(By Our  Customers)
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Throw Those Wipes in the Trash, Not the Toilet
The answer is NO! The question, you might ask, 

“Is it okay to flush disinfecting wipes?” Again, the 
answer is NO!

D i s i n f e c t i n g 
wipes, baby wipes, 
and paper towels 
should NEVER be 
flushed. These items 
– even those that are 
marketed as “flush-
able” – should be 
properly disposed of 
in the trash, not the 
toilet! 

These wipes and 
other items do not 
break down in sewer 
or septic systems, 
can clog or damage 
your home’s internal 
plumbing, cause sew-
age backups in your 
home or your neigh-

borhood, and can do significant damage to pipes, 
pumps, and other wastewater treatment equipment. 
Sewer backups can be a threat to public health.

Customer service amid virus threat 
The Pine Grove JTA is continuing its COVID-19 

precautions and preparedness, ensuring the public 
sewer service you depend upon operates efficiently 
and without interruption.

The JTA offers flexible 
options for bill payment – 
mail your payment with the 
envelope provided, on-line 
payment options, over-the 
phone, and a drop-box locat-
ed at our 115 Mifflin Street 
office. Cash payments are not 
being accepted at this time. 
Online, go to our website page 
at www.pinegrovejta.com/
payment-options.

Utilize these options as we 
limit our facilities from direct 
public interaction to lessen the risk of exposure to 
our staff and their families during this period of the 
flu season and potential Coronavirus outbreak. Our 
staff is available over the phone to assist with these 
options. Contact us at 570-345-6433.

Questions can also be directed to our office by 
email at PGJTA@comcast.net.

WIpeS DoN’T BreAk DoWN – 
These found their way to the 
sewage treatment plant.

 



– 16 –The evergreen JuNe 2020

The evergreen
Historic Pine Grove . . . Early Settlers

Noted the Area's “Fine Stand of Pines”

Borough of pine grove
1 Snyder Avenue • Pine Grove, PA 17963

official matter
of pine grove Borough

PRSRT STD
ECRWSS

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

EDDM RETAIL

LocaL
PoStaL cUStoMer

****ECRWSSEDDM****

A Friendly & Historic Community . . . Serving Its Residents • Welcoming Its Visitors

Stay Safe
and

healthy

Kramer’s solid rocK dBa

mulch, soil,
decorative  and quarry stone

T B
 Landscaping

Supply

1770 Long Run Road
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

570-739-4770
www.TBLSupply.com

Best Discount Prices on
Landscaping Rock, Mulch, and Installation

Services in Schuylkill County

Call us about Quantity DisCounts

LanDSCaPIng SeRvICeS

HOURS: MaRCH 1 – OCT. 31
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