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Projects Update As We Get Ready to Close Out the Year

Storm Drainage Improvements Are Still Priority #1
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The Borough, through its Engineering firm BCM,
has applied for a grant being offered by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). This nationally competitive program has $500,000,000 allocated
for projects dealing with streams and storm drainage.
Our project application for
this FEMA grant, if successful,
will repair and replace piping
and inlets to improve water flow
during a storm event. We feel
the Borough should be at the top
of the list for this grant because
of our recent flooding events.
The Borough will be responsible
to match grant funds anywhere
between 10-to-25%.
The application will be subTom Fickinger
mitted this month, asking $1.7
Council President
million for the project targeting 16 different areas in the Borough. We will keep
the public informed with updates as the application
moves forward.

PINE GROVE BOROUGH
SCHUYLKILL COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

ATC GROUP SERVICES LLC

A storm water fee may be required to match the
Federal share, but the Borough will approach the State
for help with these fees.
Further information on this program can be found
on the FEMA website: www.fema.gov/grants/mitigaATC GROUP SERVICES LLC
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Message from the Pine Grove Mayor

The Virus and Election Campaigns – We’ll Survive!
Well, here we are still trying
election. I’d like to offer my take
“Someone struggled for your
to cope with the virus that, at right to vote. Use it.”
on the state of our democracy.
times, just doesn’t seem to be getI’ve been following Presidential
– Susan B. Anthony
ting better. Fortunately, progress
elections since I was in college
is being made to develop a safe and effective vaccine
back in the 70s. Politics has always been a rough-&to offer resistance to the virus.
tumble process for those who participate. This past
It’s been very hard on all of us. We’ve had to make
election has been the most controversial and meanadjustments in our everyday lives. I am certainly tired
spirited I have witnessed in my life.
of wearing a mask and not being able to go places
– Continued on Page 4
that were routine. Now health officials are warning
against Thanksgiving get-togethers with distant family members.
From everything I’ve learned, wearing a mask and
Swatara Creek Debris Photos..... Pg. 2-3
social distancing are the best things we can do as
individuals to slow the advance of the virus. Hang in
Take a Civics Lesson........................Pg. 4
there, adjust as necessary, and eventually we’ll get
Gold Star Mother honored..............Pg. 5
through this and back to our normal way of life.

On the inside . . .

The state of our democracy
I am writing this prior to Halloween for this issue
of The Evergreen that won’t mail out until after the
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LIHEAP Help for Heating Costs.....Pg. 7

State of the Borough
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2nd Thursday of Each Month – 7 p.m.
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Concerns for flooding and drought
Switching from flooding to potential drought concerns, Schuylkill County is not currently in drought
conditions. Pine Grove wells have been producing
water with no indication of a water shortage. The
Borough crew has been busy clearing log jams in the
little Swatara Creek upstream of the town.

•
•
•

•

police
Thomas J. Trotter, IV, Chief
Mike Dissinger Tyler Dissinger
William Gelgot Pete Mozurkevich
Gino Ricigliano Christopher Taylor
Mark Vandermartin Beau Yarmush

•
•
•

•

Log Jam in Swatara Creek was cleared

Streets & Water Department
Len Clark, Streets & Water Supervisor
Jacob Dinger Robert Kolb
Earl Kreiser

Moyer’s
Car Care
Moyer’s Car Care

•

570-739-4477
570-739-4477

Borough Office
Melissa A. Dyer
Amanda Lutz Mandy Miller

•

Auto Parts & Service

Committee Assignments

Auto Parts & Service
24 Hour Towing
24 Hour Towing
102 South Rt. 183, Schuylkill Haven
www.MoyersCarCare.net
102
South
Rt.
Schuylkill
102
South
Rt.183,
183,
Schuylkill Haven
Haven

Administration, Budget & Finance
Thomas Fickinger Leroy Bates
Michael Allison

•

www.MoyersCarCare.net
www.MoyersCarCare.net

•
• Replace Engines
& Transmissions
•
•
• Major Engine Repairs
•
• Fuel Injection
• Computer Diagnostics & •
Repairs
• Brakes    • Alignments •

Personnel
Leroy Bates Thomas Fickinger
Michael Allsion

•

Public Works
Tom Fickinger Len Clark Rodney Hiester

•
•
Property & Natural Resources
Leroy Bates•Skip Butler•Elaine Holley
Flood Mitigation
Len Clark•Thomas Fickinger•Skip Butler
Community Dev. • Parks & Recreation
Len Clark•Leroy Bates•Mike Allison
Public Safety
Skip Butler•Rodney Hiester•Elaine Holley
Storm Water Committee
Leroy Bates•Len Clark•Tom Fickinger
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Fleet Service
Tune Ups
Batteries
Quality Discount Tires
AC & Heating Repairs
(including R-1234yf Systems)
State Inspection
& Emissions Inspection
Transmission
Purchase of 4 Tires
Flush
& 4 Wheel Alignment Additional cost
on additional parts

4000 OFF $1000 OFF

$

40 OFF 10 OFF

$

00

$ 00

See store for details.
Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 8/30/19

may be required. See store for
details. Not valid with any other
offers. Expires 8/30/19

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
REPAIRS
Transmission
Purchase of 4 Tires
Flush
& 4 Wheel Alignment Additional cost on additional parts
See store for details.
Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 8/30/19

may be required. See store for

details.
Not valid
with any other
MOYER’S CAR CARE
GIFT
CARDS
offers. Expires 8/30/19

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC REPAIRS
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State of the Borough …

from the Council President

BCM Engineers has provided the Borough
with a schedule to connect the two new wells to
the town system. The project will request initial
permits by February 5, 2021. Project specifications will be issued with a projected call for
bids and their opening on July 15. Construction
contracts will be awarded with work to begin
by September 15. Pipeline completion and the
addition of another chlorine injection unit
should finish within one year.

Rental inspections delayed
Due to Covid-19 conditions and restrictions, Pine Grove Borough Council has elected
to postpone all rental inspections by one year,
extending all deadlines both for owners who
have completed their inspections and owners
scheduled for future inspections.

clearing Debris from Swatara Creek

Buttoning up the year
Borough Council is preparing the operating budget for 2021. Hopefully, we will be able to continue
holding the line on taxes and other revenue increases,
as we have for the past 10 years. Some equipment will
need to be replaced due to old age and mechanical
failure. Council pledges to do its best to support the
town, amid expenses that continue to rise and our tax
base shrinking.
The Borough’s desire to sell the Armory Building

is continuing. Bids for purchase were previously
rejected as being insufficient. Council has asked for
an additional request for bids.
The Borough crew has winterized the pool and is
making plans for next year.
Residents have noticed the removal of many dead
trees with stumps ground below the level of the soil.
The contractor will finish this work by the end of
November.

GIFT
BASKETS

ORDER
NOW!

SAY
THANK YOU!

FOR FAMILY
& FRIENDS

FOR DELIVERY
IN NOV./DEC.

TO YOUR
CLIENTS & STAFF

PICK-UP / CURBSIDE
or

NO CONTACT
DELIVERY
or

Lewis’ General Store

WE ACCEPT
CREDIT CARDS

22 E. Main St. Schuylkill Haven

WE CAN SHIP !

Call To Order – 570-385-2460
FACEBOOK – Lewisgeneralstore

50 +
BASKET
IDEAS

EMAIL:

LewisGeneralStore@verizon.net

BASKETS
FROM
$20 TO $100

OR
CUSTOMIZE !
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Message from the Pine Grove Mayor
– Continued from Page 1
Sure, there has always been a level of going after
opponents. But, it seems more and more that we are
growing apart as a nation. People are taking sides
and digging in harder than ever
before. The hate we see in the
process is unrelenting. At some
point we must all recognize that
if we are going to be a democracy, we have to be able to work
together for the common good
of our citizens.
We don’t have to agree on
all issues. There will be politicians you may not like because
of their position on one or more
will shiffer
of those issues. I certainly don’t
Mayor
like some policies on both sides
of the political spectrum. When I vote for a candidate,
I don’t necessarily agree with their views on all issues.
If the person I vote for doesn’t win the election,
I’m not going to become so upset that I can’t enjoy my
life. For those who have had TDS or BDS (Trump or
Biden Derangement Syndrome), get over it. Life goes
on. Enjoy it! Don’t allow politics to be all consuming
that you hate or become miserable from the outcome.
We shouldn’t stereotype people based upon the
perceived “group” in that they belong. Just because
you voted for and supported Trump, does not make

you a racist. And, just because you voted for Biden
doesn’t make you a socialist. Such stereotypes are
what the news media puts out. Many people believe it.
I have friends and relatives that come from all
political backgrounds. I am not going to stop being
friendly just because they don’t agree with me on politics. We should learn to listen to other views before
taking a firm stand one way or the other.
We are a free nation with a great democracy. We
need to come together and be open to compromises
in order to move forward. I don’t believe anyone purposely wants to bankrupt our country, ruin our environment, oppose having police, or want to go to war
with other countries.

Take a civics lesson
Many of us may have forgotten (or never learned)
how our government works. Some states require a
civics test prior to high school graduation. Many use
the same test that the U.S. Citizenship & Immigration
Services uses for immigrants when applying for citizenship to this country.
Go to the attached links below for a study guide
and the 100-question test and see how well you do.
Become an informed voter. Learn how our government works. Don’t vote for someone just because
someone else told you to.
www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/
flash-cards/M-638_red.pdf
www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/
questions-and-answers/100q.pdf
Voting is the most important part of our democracy and government. But, barely half of eligible citizens
actually vote. The United States is sadly near the bottom of the list of industrialized, democratic countries
for citizen participation in voting.
In the 2016 election only 56% of eligible citizens
took part by voting. This equates to barely 25% of all
eligible voters choosing the winning candidate to be
President. That’s dismal – the most powerful person
in the world is selected by such a small number of
voters.
Another concern about politics and politicians –
at the highest levels of government – is that many
choose to outright lie or over-exaggerate their message to get elected. These candidates must think the

H. L Snyder Funeral Home, Inc.

•
•

online store: thecakepros.shopsettings.com

139 S. Tulpehocken Street • Pine Grove
Phone: 570-345-2266

2 LOCATIONS
SERVING YOU
323 Dock Street
Schuylkill Haven

• Family owned and operated, serving the area since 1915.
• 4th generation of providing funeral, cremation, memorial
and graveside services.
• Pre-planning services available.
• Handicapped accessible; playroom area for children.
Dianne M. Snyder Zimmerman, Supervisor
Lisa A Harner, Funeral Director

570-593-8166
2083 W. Penn Pike
Suite #5
Andreas, PA
Open: Mon.-Sat. 7-5
Closed: Sunday

www.hlsnyderfuneralhome.com
The Evergreen NOVEMBER 2020

$5

–4–

570-386-2005

thecakepros@outlook.com

OFF a $30 Order with this AD

From the Mayor

Historical Society News

voter is stupid. It’s disrespectful to conscientious voters and surely a poor example for us or our children
who look up to authority figures as role models.

Bringing it back home again
Your vote carries the greatest value and influence when voting for local candidates at the Borough,
county, and state levels. It can help determine actions
and policies that may have an immediate effect on
you, your family, or your business.
As long as we are able to maintain a strong
democracy, there will be another election in the very
near future. I am certainly not going to allow a loss by
my candidate to ruin a good night’s sleep or affect my
continued efforts at bad golfing.

Quality of Life
As winter weather comes in, make sure you
clear ice and snow from sidewalks as soon after the
weather event as possible, and then maintain a safe
pathway during the freeze and thaw cycles.
We have done well this past year on Quality of Life
issues and on correcting violations. Keep up the good
work. Trash, grass/weeds, and junk vehicles seem to
be the biggest problems.
Anytime you have an issue or a suggestion, feel
free to make out a complaint on the Borough’s website or send a letter. I assure you that someone will
look into the situation.
Be safe, be happy and be nice to your neighbor.

Pinegrove Historical Society president Kurt
Wessner, far left, recently presented the Pinegrove
Historical Society’s 2021 pictorial calendar to Mrs.
Arlene Umbenhauer, center, and her family in recognition of her son’s and brother’s military service, both
killed in action.
Arlene’s son Dale was 18 years of age when he
died in Vietnam in 1966. Her brother, Joe Heinbach
was 19 years of age when he died in 1950 during the
Korean Conflict. Photos of both servicemen, along
with many others killed in action during WWI, WWII,
Korea, and Vietnam, are in the 2021 calendar.
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Borough Services Update . . . And Events!
Virus precautions may alter events

Christmas tree pick-up

Community activities during the upcoming
Thanksgiving, Lenten, Christmas and New Year seasons may be altered in format and schedule due to
CDC and State recommendations regarding gatherings amid COVID-19 concerns. Follow local news
sources, social media, church websites and message
boards for updates and plans.

Christmas trees will be collected by the Borough
each Thursday in January. Place the tree at your curb,
bare of all lights, ornaments, and tree stand.

Ash collection
Ash pickup will be twice per week on Tuesdays
and Fridays now and throughout the heating season.
Tubs are to be placed curbside, have handles, and be
free of sharp edges.

Borough holiday closures
Pine Grove Borough offices and employee operations will be closed in observance of these upcoming holidays: Thursday and Friday, Nov. 26-27,
(Thanksgiving); half day on Thursday, Dec. 24 and full
day on Friday, Dec. 25 (Christmas); and Friday, Jan. 1,
2021 (New Year’s Day).

Snow emergencies

Bagged leaves have been picked up curbside every
Thursday during November. Due to the Thanksgiving
holiday, however, the last pickup will be on Wednesday,
Nov. 25. Leaves must be bagged and tied. Please place
tied bags at your curb so the borough crew can safely
pick them up. Burning of leaves is prohibited.

When an official Snow Emergency is called in Pine
Grove Borough, vehicles parked on streets designated
as Snow Emergency Routes must be moved to allow
for efficient and effective snow removal. Streets
affected are East and West Mill, East Pottsville, Wood,
North and South Tulpehocken, Orchard, and Snyder
Avenue. Parking is available in the lot behind Borough
Hall.

Please help your neighborhood

Clear snow at fire hydrants

Blocked street drains can create a hazard for you
and your neighbors during heavy rain events and
when winter snows and ice occur. If you see the drain
near your house clogged with leaves or litter, please
take a few minutes to open it with a broom or shovel.

A reminder to residents … during the snowy
winter weeks, please clear snow away from any fire
hydrants near your home. The Borough crews are out
clearing the streets and battling to keep water, sewer,
and drainage moving. In the event of a fire emergency,

What to do with all those leaves

Mammoth Materials

Try our
Mobile
App!

Site Office: Rt. 901, Minersville

570-544-8245

C oa l
e
D liverlye
Av a i l a b

Mon.-Fri. 8 to 4; Sat. 8 to 3

In-Store Made
Baked Goods

• Medication Synchronizing
• Compounding Specialists
• Diabetic Supplies
• Wellness Products

Pies, Custom Cakes,
Sticky Buns, Fresh Baked
Bread Every Tues. & Friday

570-345-4422

1305 Long Run Road, Friedensburg, PA 17933
570-739-2963 • www.cccandies.com

10 East Pottsville Street, Pine Grove, PA 17963
pinegroverx@gmail.com • PineGrovePharmacy.com
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Mulch •Topsoil
Crushed STONE
Decorative Stone • Rock

We have Rice, Buck, Nut and Pea Coal Bulk and
Bags-Pick up ONLY! Stop in or call for details.

FREE Rx DELIVERY!

• Caring Professionals
Who Listen
• Special Medication
Packaging

Get your garden and
landscape supplies now!
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Borough Services Update . . . And Events!
you want the firefighters to be able to have quick
access to their source of water. Help them out before
the emergency occurs.

to the office during public hours, or placed in the gray
dropbox at the police side entrance. If placing in the
dropbox, make sure the payment is in an envelope.

Food pantry

Borough website is your info source

The Pine Grove Area Council of Churches Food
Pantry serves those in need of nutritious food items
on the third Saturday of every month. Located in the
lower level of the Weekday Church School building,
200 School Street (directly across the street from the
entrance to the Pine Grove Area Elementary School),
food distribution takes place from 9 a.m. to noon.
The pantry serves families of Pine Grove Borough,
Pine Grove Township and Washington Township. For
additional information or for emergency food, call
570-345-3033 between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. Leave a message if no answer.

Current status and information regarding Borough
services, advisories, and procedures can be found
online at the Borough’s greatly expanded website:
www.pinegroveborough.org. Check often.

Municipal Building is open to the public
The Pine Grove Municipal Building, 1 Snyder Ave.,
is open to the public from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.
to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday. Office employees
are also available during the non-public hours (10
a.m. to 2 p.m.) by phone at 570-345-3555. The public
can also email pgborough@comcast.net with general
questions or pgborough3@comcast.net with water
questions.
Water bill payments can be done online through
the Borough website pinegroveborough.org, brought

Help available for heating costs
The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP) helps families living on low income pay their
heating bills in the form of a cash grant. There are crisis grants also available for households in immediate
danger of being without heat.
Income guidelines must be met. The program is
now taking applications for the 2020-2021 heating
season. The income limit for an individual is $19,140;
for a couple, the limit is $25,860; and for a family
of four, it is $39,300. The grant award amounts vary
from $200 to $1,000 depending upon income, fuel
source, and household size.
Grant hopefuls can apply online through the PA
Department of Health and Human Services COMPASS
website at www.compass.state.pa.us; download the
application to complete and take it to the Schuylkill
County Assistance Office at 2640 Woodglen Road,
Pottsville; or apply at the county Assistance Office.
Call toll-free at 1-877-306-5439 for more information.

Do you like to feed the wildlife in your backyard?
We mix all our Wildlife Feeds right here in Pine Grove.
Frequent Buyer Cards (Get one bag FREE when
card is filled) for our Wildbird Feed and Shelled &
Cracked Corn. See store for details.
We have five Wildbird mixes – Backyard Blend,
Premium Blend, Cardinal Deluxe, Dove Blend, Finches
Delight – all formulated to not end up on the ground
under your feeder.
Our Corn & Wildlife Grains are huge favorites among
Wildlife enthusiasts.

Providing Year Round Comfort

10 Snyder Ave., Pine Grove, PA (570) 345-3309
Freshness, Quality, Service
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Open Daily 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

Rt. 443 Pine Grove – 570-345-0464
(Across from Pine Grove Schools)

Kings Village, Minersville – 570-544-2099
WIC & Access
Card Welcome
Money Orders 79¢

Call us at 570-366-1275

DOUBLE COUPONS EVERYDAY
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

www.hbsteeleoil.com
17 Municipal Road • PO Box 375 • Orwigsburg, PA 17961 • PA9761
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2020 Remaining
Holiday Schedule
Pine Grove Borough Offices will be closed
the following days
Thursday
Friday
Thursday (Half Day)
Friday
Friday

–
–
–
–
–

November 26th
| Thanksgiving
November 27th
December 24th
| Christmas
December 25th
January 1st | New Year’s Day

We wish you and your families a very safe and
happy holiday season and look forward to a
great new year of serving you.
The Evergreen NOVEMBER 2020
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