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Harold “Bill” E. ZimmErman
1928 - 2021

Bill was a major factor in the planning 
and completion of many projects in Pine 
Grove. His leadership goes back to his 
Army days as a Sergeant, leading soldiers 
during two wars.

He continued his role as public ser-
vant where he volunteered his knowledge 

and expertise in many areas that included supervi-
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Think Spring! It’s been a long winter. Despite what 
that pesky groundhog predicted, spring can’t come 
soon enough. 

Thank you to all residents 
for your cooperation during 
snow emergency declarations. 
Clearing of vehicles from emer-
gency routes has allowed the 
Borough crew to be most effi-
cient and they did a great job 
clearing snow.

Now it’s time to look forward 
to spring and summer. Though 
the community pool is snow cov-
ered, now is the time to plan for 
warmer months. The Recreation 

Committee is currently contacting last year’s employ-
ees and will advertise for any unfilled positions.

State of the Borough – Infrastructure Improvements Continue

good riddance to 2020; Wishes for a Better 2021

Tom fickingEr
council president

pHyllis E. (cHrisT) HEssEr
1928 - 2021

In 1977, Phyllis was elected by voters to 
Borough Council. In 1989, her fellow coun-
cil members elected her Council President. 

She was not afraid to take on the hard 
issues that came up in the Borough. She was 
smart and knew the issues well. She studied 
all the details and passed her knowledge to 
other council members. 

As a woman, it’s a safe bet the huge majority of 
men she encountered may have had some resentment 
about how she presented issues and what needed 
to be done. That never deterred Phyllis, as she was 
“all business” in getting results and moving Borough 
Council to vote on many matters pertaining to the 
Borough. 

At the time she went to college, Phyllis majored 
in chemistry and physics at a time when she was the 
only woman in many of her classes. Her leadership 
style was meant to get people moving on important 
issues. 

– Continued on Page 4

Honoring Phyllis Hesser and Bill Zimmerman

Two of pine grove’s stewards Will Be remembered
In the past month, we lost two icons who can also be called “super leaders” from Pine Grove, 

Phyllis Hesser and Bill Zimmerman. Both served as members of our Borough Council for many 
years. Their dedication to all things Pine Grove is unmatched in the last 60 years. They were lead-
ers who cared very much about our town.

– Continued on Page 4
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2021 BorougH officials
Regular Council Meeting:

2nd Thursday of Each Month – 7 p.m.
Municipal Building – 1 Snyder Ave.

officials
Mayor ................................................. Willard Shiffer
Chief of Police ......................Thomas J. Trotter, IV
President of Council ........................Tom Fickinger
Vice President of Council ....................Leroy Bates
Pro Tem ...................................................... Len Clark
Secretary/Treasurer ...................... Melissa A. Dyer
Tax Collector .......................................... Sally Burke
Solicitor ............... Christopher W. Hobbs, Esquire
Engineer ..............................Cardno BCM Engineers
Floodplain Admin. .............. Light-Heigel & Assoc.
EMA Coordinator ............................ Dave Sattizahn
Code Enforcement ............... Light-Heigel & Assoc.
Health Officer ......................................... Lew Moyer

council
Michael Allison•Leroy Bates

Skip Butler•Leonard Clark•Thomas Fickinger
Rodney Hiester•Elaine Holley

policE
Thomas J. Trotter, IV, Chief

Mike Dissinger•Tyler Dissinger
William Gelgot•Pete Mozurkevich

Gino Ricigliano•Christopher Taylor
Mark Vandermartin•Beau Yarmush

sTrEETs & WaTEr dEparTmEnT
Len Clark, Streets & Water Supervisor

Jacob Dinger•Robert Kolb
Earl Kreiser

BorougH officE
Melissa A. Dyer

Amanda Lutz•Mandy Miller

commiTTEE assignmEnTs
adminisTraTion, BudgET & financE

Thomas Fickinger•Leroy Bates
Michael Allison

pErsonnEl
Leroy Bates•Thomas Fickinger

Michael Allsion

puBlic Works
Tom Fickinger•Len Clark•Rodney Hiester

propErTy & naTural rEsourcEs
Leroy Bates•Skip Butler•Elaine Holley

flood miTigaTion
Len Clark•Thomas Fickinger•Skip Butler

communiTy dEV. • parks & rEcrEaTion
Len Clark•Leroy Bates•Mike Allison

puBlic safETy
Skip Butler•Rodney Hiester•Elaine Holley

sTorm WaTEr commiTTEE
Leroy Bates•Len Clark•Tom Fickinger

Help for Heating Bills
Residents who are struggling with their home 

heating bills can apply for assistance from the Low-
Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 
now through April 9, 2021.

LIHEAP is a federally funded program that helps 
individuals and families pay their 
heating bills through ener-
gy assistance grants. 
The program 
also pro-
vides crisis 
grants to 
help in the 
event of an 
emergency 
or if a resident is in danger of losing his or her heat 
due to broken equipment, lack of fuel, or termination 
of utility service.

The income eligibility guidelines for LIHEAP are 
set at 150% of the federal poverty income level. 
For example, the income limit for an individual is 
$19,140; for a couple, the limit is $25,860; and for a 
family of four, it is $39,300.

Grant hopefuls can apply online through the PA 
Department of Health and Human Services COMPASS 
website at www.compass.state.pa.us; download the 
application to complete and take it to the Schuylkill 
County Assistance Office at 2640 Woodglen Road, 
Pottsville; or apply at the County Assistance Office. 
Call toll-free at 1-877-306-5439 for more information. 

Dianne M. Snyder Zimmerman, Supervisor
Lisa A Harner, Funeral Director

•	 Family	owned	and	operated,	serving	the	area	since	1915.	
•	 4th	generation	of	providing	funeral,	cremation,	memorial	
and	graveside	services.	

•	 Pre-planning	services	available.
•	 Handicapped	accessible;	playroom	area	for	children.

H. L Snyder Funeral Home, Inc.
139 S. Tulpehocken Street  •  Pine Grove  

Phone: 570-345-2266

www.hlsnyderfuneralhome.com



– 3 – The Evergreen fEBruary 2021

Attorney James R. Deiter joined the law firm of Williamson, Friedberg &
Jones as an Associate Attorney. His primary areas of practice are Business
Law, Corporate Law, Commercial Litigation, Civil Litigation, Municipal
Law, Real Estate Law, and Personal Injury Law. 
 
Attorney Deiter graduated Magna Cum Laude with a degree in Finance
from Widener University. He earned his Juris Doctor from Penn State Law
in University Park, PA. Throughout his time in school, Attorney Deiter
worked in various roles including a financial role with TE Connectivity and
as a summer associate with Williamson, Friedberg & Jones. He also served
as President of the Corporate Law Society and as a mentor for the Phi
Delta Phi Legal Honor Society while at Penn State Law. He is a member of
the Pennsylvania Bar Association.
 
Attorney Deiter was born and raised in Dauphin and Schuylkill Counties.
He is a graduate of Williams Valley High School.  A lifelong member of the
community, he is the son of Mr. James A. Deiter, III and Mrs. Abigail
Emswiler and the stepson of Jamie Deiter and Todd Emswiler. Attorney
Deiter resides in Hegins with his wife, Brittany. 

Elder Law | Personal Injury 
Auto Accidents | Child Custody
Bankruptcy | Criminal Defense

Wills | Trusts | Estates | Businesses
Corporations | Divorce | Real Estate

Special Needs Planning 
 

10 Westwood Road, Pottsville, PA 17901   
Additional Office Locations in:

Shenandoah |   Hegins 
Pine Grove | Tower City |  Orwigsburg

The Law Office of Williamson, Friedberg, & Jones 
Welcomes Attorney James Deiter

www.wfjlaw.net    570-622-5933

Williamson, Friedberg, and Jones is
Schuylkill County's largest and

longest established law firm. This full-
service firm is a leading provider of
legal services in both the public and

private sector.  Services Include:

ATTORNEY JAMES R. DEITER
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pHyllis E. (cHrisT) HEssEr
1928 - 2021

Some of her main achievements were making sure 
we had clean and adequate water, and that sewage 
issues were addressed. She managed the St. John’s 
church cemetery for many years. She was instrumen-
tal in helping to get volunteers and funding for our 
local gem, the Union Canal Veterans Memorial Park. 

She was all about her hometown of Pine Grove, 
going to extraordinary lengths to make it better. She 
lived at the corner of Wood & South Tulpehocken 
Streets. It just might be appropriate to rename Wood 
Street to Hesser Street.

sor for the water and sewage treatment plants, Fire 
Chief for 26 years at HH&L Fire Company, forest fire 
warden, Lions Club president, Pine Grove Ambulance 
Association, American Legion and VFW. 

Bill served on Borough Council for more than 20 
years and was president for 12 years. He was depend-
able and could always be relied upon to contribute 
wherever there was a need. He was instrumental in 
helping with the development of the Union Canal 
Veterans Memorial Park and also maintaining the 
community swimming pool.

Those who knew Bill as a teenager recall him as a 
fast mover with a quick pace, appearing to always be 
on a mission. 

Bill lived on Old Cherry Street. It might be appro-
priate to rename it Zimmerman Street.  

Citizens like Phyliss and Bill are leaders who 
served with the goal of making Pine Grove a better 
place in which to live and raise a family. Both deserve 
our thanks for all they have done for Pine Grove.

– Continued from Page 1 –

960	E.	Main	Street		•		Schuylkill	Haven,	PA	17972
Ph: 570-385-3120  •  Fax: 570-385-0725

E-mail:	printing@southschuylkill.net

We Can Design It • Print It • Mail It

www.SouthSchuylkill.com

South Schuylkill
Printing & Publishing

DIRECT MAIL to EVERY
Household and Business!
You choose the area. No addresses or labels.
needed. Pay only 19.2 cents each in postage.

E.D.D.M.
EvEry Door DIrEct MaIL

Get Your Business
name out there!

Honoring phyllis Hesser and Bill Zimmerman

Harold “Bill” E. ZimmErman
1928 - 2021

SPreaD The WOrD
Interested in submitting an arti-

cle for next quarter’s issue of The 
Evergreen? We welcome community 
service and nonprofit organization 
information. Please contact Borough 
Secretary, Melissa Dyer at 570-345-
3555 or pgborough@comcast.net

pinegrove Historical soc.

Thank you, community
The Pinegrove Historical Society (PHS) received a 

needed boost from its members and the community 
during the 2020 pandemic timeframe. Not only did 
most members renew their membership, but quite a 
few gave extra donations. Sales of two new books and 
past ones greatly supported the Society’s operation.

In particular, PHS is grateful to Dean Klinger who 
donated the balance of his Photographic History of 
the Pine Grove West End books, and for the sales 
assistance provided by Craig Werner of Werner’s 
Lumber ACE Hardware, Pearl Kreichbaum and daugh-
ter Gail Wolfe. The hard cover book sold out quickly. 

A soft cover book, Ways We Used to Socialize in 
Person – No Masks Required, produced by Pine Grove 
native Linda Miller provided a cascade of happy mem-
ories for current and former Grovers to enjoy while 
being cooped up during the COVID-19 pandemic. It 
covered a wide range of community, school, social 
and civic organizations, both past and present. It 
became a popular book also, with few copies remain-
ing by the end of January 2021. 

Likewise, the Society had to order more of its 
2021 historic photo calendar to meet the paid orders 
and to provide this keepsake booklet to all renewing 
and new 2020 members. Its theme was the inspira-
tion of PHS president, Kurt Wessner, who thought it 
would be especially touching to remember our local 
servicemen killed in action in WWI, WWII, Korea, and 
Vietnam. 

For more information, contact the Pinegrove 
Historical Society via Facebook, phone 570-345-0157, 
or email pinegrovehistoricalsociety@comcast.net.

– Continued from Page 1 –
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Simple, Easy, Affordable
Direct Cremation

$1,345

25 East Main Street, Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
570-593-8698 • Caitlyn Elizabeth Haus, Supervisor

PREPLAN ONLINE: WWW.SCHUYLKILLCOUNTYCREMATION.COM

Affordable Pricing That’s Easy To Understand
There are no hidden charges. By using our innovative online 
planning system, you not only save money but also can select 
only the options you want. Our Simple Cremation includes 
basic services of the Funeral Director and Staff, completion 
of all paperwork, removal of the deceased from the place of 
death within a 30-mile radius, refrigerated storage up to three 
days, transportation to crematory, crematory fee, and OSHA-
approved cremation container. Payment in full required.

Why Choose Us?
Secure, Private, Dignified Cremations

Affordable doesn’t mean low quality. We use our own private 
crematory. Your loved one will not be transported to a third-
party facility and never leaves our care.  We use a 10-step 
identification process to ensure the integrity of your loved 
one’s remains. We maintain consistent standards and follow 
the strict guidelines set by the Cremation Association of North 
America (CANA) and the PA Dept. of Environmental Protection. 
Our technicians are individually trained and certified.

Cremation Society
OF

SCHUYLKILL COUNTY, INC.
Simple, Trustworthy, Economical.
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FREE Rx DELIVERY!

• Caring Professionals  
Who Listen 

• Special Medication  
Packaging

• Medication Synchronizing 
• Compounding Specialists 
• Diabetic Supplies 
• Wellness Products

570-345-4422  
10 East Pottsville Street, Pine Grove, PA 17963 

pinegroverx@gmail.com • PineGrovePharmacy.com

Try our  
Mobile  
App!

Health and best wishes 
to all Pine Grove citizens! We 
made it through the latest 
snowstorm and, of course, the 
COVID virus.  

It seems like this virus just 
keeps hanging around and doesn’t know when to 
leave – kind of like a relative who overstays his/her 
visit. It has become routine to wear a mask. When you 
go to the doctor, personnel ask the question, “Have 
you been around anyone who has COVID?”. 

Knowing someone has COVID 
is one thing; but, think about it, 
it’s hard to tell if anyone has 
COVID when out in public. If 
anyone goes to the hospital or to 
the doctor with other ailments, 
they want to say it was COVID. 

I know of a man who recently 
passed away. It was reported he 
died of COVID, even when he 
lived a long productive life to the 
triple digit age of 104. I’m not 
trying to disregard the serious 
aspects of the deadly virus, but 

it does appear that there has been some exaggeration 
and overreaction. 

I don’t see how the economy can 
keep going with so many businesses 
being affected and employees losing 
their jobs. I don’t see our schools 
going back to normal as before COVID.  

Many adjustments have been 
made for those who attend school. The stay-at-home 
virtual learning has established a foothold on the 
future of education. Ask any educator and they will 
tell you this certainly isn’t the ideal learning method. 
Students learn better when in a classroom with face-
to-face contact with the teacher.  

I believe our school district administrators, teach-
ers and staff have been doing the best they can under 
the circumstances that require many new procedures 
and adjustments to how education is delivered to the 
students. 

It was good to see the students were able to do 
fall and winter sports (with very limited spectators). I 
don’t like wearing a mask and it does make it harder 
to breath; but, you have to give our student-athletes 
credit for being able to play their sport with masks 
on. 

We must still keep moving forward and do all 
those things the experts tell us in order to slow the 
spread and, at some point, hopefully be done with 
this virus.

All must recycle, but county ends service
Schuylkill County has decided to go out of the 

recycling business. The containers at the Pine Grove 
Borough site were removed several years ago as was 
the one in Pine Grove Township (Rt. 443 just east of 
BG’s). There was still one site operating locally – at the 
Pine Grove Township building.

According to the Schuylkill County commission-
ers, collecting recyclables and properly disposing of 
them was costing $45,000. To that I would reason, 
they weren’t losing money, that’s the cost to recycle.  

I know for many residents in the Borough, Potts 
& Monger (P&M) picks up the trash on a weekly basis. 
Starting on April 1, it will be mandatory that all county 
residents recycle. P&M will be charging an additional 
$10 per month more for all garbage pickups. 

message from the pine grove mayor

Will sHiffEr
mayor

coVid, recycling, and fiscal responsibility
“Democracy must be something 

more than two wolves and a sheep 
voting on what is for dinner.” 

– James Bovard

Frequent Buyer Cards (Get one bag FREE when 
card is filled) for our Wildbird Feed and Shelled & 
Cracked Corn. See store for details.

We have 7 Wildbird mixes – Backyard Blend; Fruit, Nut 
& Berry; Premium Blend; Cardinal Deluxe; Dove Blend; 
Finches Delight; and Woodpecker Fiesta – all formulated 
to not end up on the ground under your feeder.

Our Corn & Wildlife Grains are huge favorites among 
Wildlife enthusiasts.

10 Snyder Ave., Pine Grove, PA (570) 345-3309

Do you LIkE to FEED tHE wILDLIFE In your backyarD?
We mix all our WildliFe FeedS riGhT here in Pine Grove. 
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LET SOMEONE YOU TRUST PROTECT WHAT YOU LOVE!

SPOTTS INSURANCE GROUP

When you think insurance...think Spotts!

Jeff Spotts
President

spotts4insurance.com

Pine Grove
570-345-3252

AUTO  |  HOME  |  LIFE  |  BUSINESS  |  FARM

Schuylkill Haven
570-385-1911

Jeannie Fessler
Commercial & Personal
Lines Account Executive

Wishing you a new year full of
good health, happiness and

success in 2021!

Recycling has become a little easier with Single-
Stream. That means plastics, newspapers, magazines, 
boxes, glass and cans can all be put in the same 
container – but, no garbage, food waste, foam cups 
or containers, nor plastic bags. It will be sorted upon 
delivery to the recycling location. P&M will provide 
recycle bins or you may put it in a container of your 
own labeled specifically for recycles.   

Recycling is not as hard as many people make 
it out to be. When I was stationed in Germany with 
the US Army, Americans, who can be very lazy about 
recycling, learn you must recycle in Germany. The 
consequences are significant if you don’t do it right. 

Unless the fines and penalties are of a high 
enough cost, there will be some in our area who will 
be putting all the trash together and /or dump it off 
the side of a road. 

We did have an incident a few years ago when a 
person was caught throwing trash over the bank on 
the lower Long Stretch Road and received a, not much 
of a deterrent, $100 fine. As the law allows, that per-
son should have been ordered to clean up the trash. 
Fines can be as high as $300 – way too low. Up on 
the mountain in the area where the village of Joliet 
is located, there are some old strip mines in the area 
where trash is still being discarded. 

Schuylkill County should make it a priority to 
keep the recycling sites. Many other counties around 
the state take the lead on garbage and recycling and 

that should also happen here. There is no doubt trash 
dumping will increase because of this decision. 

For now, I suggest all residents notify P&M and 
ask for recycling containers. Then make it a habit to 
sort and recycle. 

And what do we do about unwanted televisions, 
computers and appliances? Community organized 
dropoff is what has been done in the past. Again, 
Schuylkill County should take the lead and come up 
with a comprehensive plan to get rid of all types of 
unwanted materials safely and responsibly. 

Budgets – some do it right!
Oops, we did it again. Don’t worry, it’s a good 

“oops.” The Borough again held the line on taxes – not 
raising them for the 11th year in a row. If only other 
taxing authorities could control themselves and be 
more judicious when spending taxpayer money. 

The COVID stimulus bills our Congress approved 
in December has a bunch of money – millions! – ear-
marked for non-COVID pet projects. Do a Google 
search on the bill and you will see classic cases of 
misuse of taxpayer money.  

Wintertime tip
I learned this trick from a friend who lived on E. 

Pottsville Street when we were teenagers. If you wear 
eyeglasses and you come into the house from the 
cold, your glasses will fog up. Try walking in the door 
backwards.

message from the pine grove mayor
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By then, hopefully, most of us will have had our 
vaccinations and be getting back to some semblance 
of normal. As of this writing, the drug stores are pre-
paring to administer the vaccine.

Controlling stormwater
Spring rains and melting snow turn our thoughts 

to clearing storm drains to allow for water runoff. The 
drains have been maintained throughout the winter. 
The Borough crew will be working on improvements. 

The storm control project in North Pine Grove 
has proven successful in mitigating flood waters in 
that area. This past August, the Borough contracted 

the storm drainage sluice construction that controls 
water flow that has flooded Locust Street during rain 
events for years. Because there is no bottom in the 
channel, the crew cleaned debris from the bottom and 
placed timbers to support the side walls. 

The Borough has also received funds to do miti-
gation work on the drains along Peach Street. BCM 
Engineers are currently developing a plan to upgrade 
this drain line. 

Also submitted, the Borough has requested $1.7 
million to repair or replace additional drain lines 
throughout the Borough.

The creek flowing beneath the old railroad bridge 
has been gathering debris. Large trees/branches are 
collecting at the center pier of the span. The Borough 
crew will remove the debris as soon as possible. 

The Upper Swatara group has requested funds to 
completely remove this center support, while keep-
ing the bridge for a future walking path from town 
to Sweet Arrow County Park. This will eliminate the 
blockage of the stream.

Street paving this summer
Street supervisor, Len Clark, is preparing a list 

of the streets we plan to pave this summer. The 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania gives the Borough a 
portion of its Liquid Fuel (gasoline) taxes. We use this 
money every second year to pave as many streets as 
possible. 

Streets under consideration this year are Locust, 
Old Cherry, and Laurel.

Water system update
Spring projects will include running electrical 

service to the two new water supply wells, installing 
the new pumps, and constructing a chlorine injection 
system for the site. 

Construction of the connecting pipeline from the 
new water wells along the PennDOT Rt. 443 “right of 
way” will begin in late summer. 

Replacing the 75-year-old main supply line from 
the existing wells above Echo Valley to the tank in 
Ravine are in the preliminary permitting stage. We are 
researching funding opportunities for this replace-
ment line.

In Memoriam
The Borough mourns the recent passing of four 

people who have contributed greatly. 
Phyliss Hesser was a tremendous leader and coun-

sel to the Borough, serving as member and President 
of Borough Council for many years. She was respon-
sible for our current water system. 

Sharon Zimmerman, was our representative to the 
Joint Treatment Authority and significant presence at 
our Borough meetings. 

Bill Zimmerman was the man with all the knowl-
edge of our water system. He was the “go to” when-
ever we needed to find valves or water shutoffs.

Don Adams was very active in Borough activities. 
These larger-than-life individuals will be missed.

– Tom fickinger, council president

state of the Borough . . . by Tom fickinger

– Continued from Page 1 –

Lewis’ General Store
Nothing Could Be 

Sweeter Or Easier 
Call For

Easter Candy
Assorted

Chocolate Covered
Petite Eggs

•Cookie/Candy Trays
•Gummies
•Plush Bunnies

Pick-Up
&

Delivery
Only

Like &
Check

Us Out
on

Facebookfor All 
OurOfferings

Ready
Made
Baskets

$10
& Up

22 e. main St. Schuylkill haven
Call To order – 570-385-2460

email: lewisgeneralstore@verizon.net

Lewis’ General Store
Custom Gift Baskets

Shop Local!



– 9 – The Evergreen fEBruary 2021

COVID-19 precautions in effect
At present, the Pine Grove Borough Office is temp-

orarily closed to the public due to the virus pandemic.
Borough Council meetings are being held virtually 

via Zoom. Scheduled for the second Thursday each 
month at 7 p.m., anyone wishing to participate in 
the Public Meeting may attend by calling the phone 
number and meeting ID access posted on the Borough 
website – www.pinegroveborough.org – under the 
Borough Communication tab. The public will be able 
to address council during the Public Comment period 
at the beginning of the meeting.

Temporary signage regulations
Any person who places or hangs any type of sign 

or notice upon utility poles, lamp posts, or other 
Borough property, including but not limited to yard 
sale signs, picnic advertising signs, or sports signs, 
must place that person’s or representatives’ name, 
address, and phone number upon the sign.

Any person who places or hangs such signs within 
the Borough limits must remove the sign within three 
(3) days following the event.

PPL owns and maintains the utility poles and 
forbids the use of nails or staples for the safety of 
its workers. Fines or other legal action will be levied 
against the individual and/or organization for viola-
tion.

Borough holiday closures
Pine Grove Borough offices and operations will 

be closed in observance of the following holidays in 
2021: Friday, April 2 (Good Friday); Monday, April 
5 (Easter, observed); Monday, May 31 (Memorial 
Day); Monday, July 5 (Independence Day, observed); 
Monday, Sept. 6 (Labor Day); Thursday and Friday, 
Nov. 25-26 (Thanksgiving); Thursday (half day) and 
Friday, Dec. 23-24 (Christmas, observed); and Friday, 
Dec. 31 (New Years Day, observed).

Pine Grove Community Band
The Pine Grove Community Band hopes to sched-

ule its practices and concert dates for later in 2021. 
Out of precaution for the current state of COVID-19 
concerns, the band’s annual Reorganizational Meeting 
has been postponed from January until March.

Dispose of unused/outdated drugs
Each year the Pine Grove Police 

Department coordinates the local 
DEA Drug Take-Back Program. This  
provides for the safe and secure 
disposal of expired and unused 
prescription drugs commonly 
found stored in households. To 
protect our landfills and water-
ways, drugs should not be thrown 

Borough services update

1305 Long Run Road, Friedensburg, PA 17933
     570-739-2963 • www.cccandies.com

In-Store Made
Baked Goods
Pies, Custom Cakes,

Sticky Buns, Fresh Baked
Bread Every Tues. & Friday

3	Convenient	Locations	Serving	Schuylkill	County
orWiGSburG
Robert L. Dusel, Jr.
(PT,	MSPT,	BS,	CMPT)
Facility Director

570-968-2131

Pine Grove
Lauren Brennan
(PT,	DPT,	CMPT)

Facility Director
570-915-4160

PoTTSville
Taylor Cicero

(PT,	DPT)

570-399-5331

PhysiCaL, OCCuPaTiOnaL & sPeeCh TheRaPy

specializing in Rehabilitation For:
Orthopedic injuries

Post surgery Conditions
Balance and Vestibular Problems

Work injury Rehabilitation
Recovery after an automobile accident

and more …

PhoenixPhysicalTherapy.com
Direct Access Physical Therapy Provider • Accepting All Insurances

– Continued on Page 10
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Borough services update

away with your household trash nor by toilet flushing.
This drop-off service is available on a continual 

basis. When the public is once again able to access the 
Pine Grove Municipal Building, a safe and secure Red 
Box depository is available for this purpose. 

The drugs will be properly disposed of during 
the Drug Take-Back Program. Contact the Pine Grove 
Police Department at the non-emergency number of 
570-345-8100 with any questions or concerns.

Clear snow at fire hydrants
A reminder to resi-

dents … its not unusu-
al to get snow through 
March and even the first 
week or so of April. 
Please clear snow away 
from any fire hydrants 
near your home. The 
Borough crews are out 
clearing the streets and 
battling to keep water, 
sewer, and drainage 
moving. In the event of a 
fire emergency, you want the firefighters to be able to 
have quick access to their source of water. Help them 
out before the emergency occurs.

Snow emergencies
When an official Snow Emergency is called in Pine 

Grove Borough, vehicles parked on streets designated 
as Snow Emergency Routes must be moved to allow 
for efficient and effective snow removal. Streets 
affected are East and West Mill, East Pottsville, Wood, 
North and South Tulpehocken, Orchard, and Snyder 
Avenue. Parking is available in the lot behind Borough 
Hall.

Spring cleanup in the Borough
As we move from winter to spring, homeowners 

will feel the urge to venture outside and begin the 
renewal of promising growth and greening of their 
property … maybe even start planning this year’s 
flower and vegetable gardens.

Pine Grove Borough has already planned its spring 

cleanup of winter’s dirt and grime. Residents and 
motorists should be on the lookout for these sched-
uled activities by its streets crew.

Street sweeping and storm drain pit cleaning will 
take place in the April and May time period. Street 
sweeper notices will be posted 24 hours in advance 
as each section is cleaned. Move vehicles so the street 
sweeper can be efficient and do an effective job.

Hydrant flushing will be conducted during May 
and June. Hydrant flushing allows the Borough to 
flush its fresh water system. Property owners may 
experience times of low water pressure and dis-
colored water. Simply let your tap water run a few 
minutes until it becomes clear. Flushing also allows 
the Borough to monitor and maintain fire hydrants 
throughout the system.

Line painting of crosswalks and curb painting, 
where needed, will take place during May and June. 
Pedestrians are asked to cross streets at the cross-
walks. Motorists are reminded it is state law to stop to 
allow pedestrians to cross the street when they pres-
ent themselves in the designated crosswalk.

Curb painting is an important reminder to motor-
ists when parking near an intersection. The yellow 
painted curbs indicate a “no parking” area to allow 
other motorists and pedestrians a safe view when 
attempting to cross an intersection.

Recycling electronics
The Covered Device Recycling Act prohibits the 

disposal of desktop computers, laptop computers, 
monitors, peripherals, televisions, and hand-held 
electronic devices. Do not place with your household 
trash as your refuse collector and landfills will not 
accept these items.

The state Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) urges you to do your part for the environment 
by recycling all unused electronic devices.

Unfortunately, the Schuylkill 
County Office of Solid Waste & 
Resource Management decid-
ed not to include these elec-
tronics in its annual Fall 
Cleanup. Please continue 
to store unwanted elec-
tronics until the next col-
lection in the county or by 
the Borough.

Thanks to all residents 
helping to keep Pine Grove 
Borough a cleaner place and responsible in its waste 
and recycling efforts.

Get your compost site permits
Those sunny and warmer spring days are sure to 

come. Property owners will begin clearing the rem-
nants of fall and winter yard debris and will want to 
dispose of this vegetation at the Borough’s compost 
site located behind the municipal garage.

Permits for 2021 will soon be available at the Pine 
Grove Municipal Building, 1 Snyder Ave. Permits are 
for Borough residents only at an annual cost of $20.

Freshness, Quality, service

Rt. 443 Pine Grove – 570-345-0464
(Across from Pine Grove Schools)

Kings Village, Minersville – 570-544-2099

WIC & Access
Card Welcome

Money Orders 79¢

Open Daily 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

DOUBLE COUPONS EVERYDAY
 SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

– Continued from Page 9 
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The compost site only accepts organic materi-
als and yard waste – leaves, grass clippings, and 
other yard vegetation. The site operates from March 
through the fall season on Tuesdays and Saturdays. 
An attendant will direct you where to place your veg-
etation waste.

Think spring … and summer!
The Pine Grove Bicentennial Committee is looking 

forward to a beautiful spring season at Union Canal 
Veteran’s Memorial Park.

Residents of Pine Grove and surrounding areas 
are invited to enjoy a walk around the canal, stop and 
eat lunch at one of the picnic tables, or simply sit and 
relax on one of the park benches. While at the park, 
be sure to stop at the Memorial Pavilion, which lists 
the names of those who purchased trees in honor and 
memory of loved ones.

While leashed pets are allowed at the park, pet 
owners are urged to clean up after their pet. We want 
to keep the park grounds healthy and safe for our 
children.

Please help your neighborhood
Blocked street drains can create a hazard for you 

and your neighbors during heavy rain events and 
when winter snows and ice occur. If you see the drain 
near your house clogged with leaves or litter, please 
take a few minutes to open it with a broom or shovel.

Water bill payments
Quarterly water bill payments were due February 

5. Additional payment due dates in 2021 are May 5, 
August 5, and October 5. After these dates, a late fee 
will be assessed.

Pay by credit/debit
The Pine Grove 

Borough office now 
accepts credit/debit 
card payments, using 
MuniciPAY, for water 
service. Customers are 

able to make payment online 
or at the Borough Office.

Payments accepted 
through MuniciPAY will be Visa, 

Mastercard, Discover, American Express, or e-check. 
Payments made in this way will be subject to service 
fees of 2.65% or $3, whichever is greater for credit 
cards, and $1.50 for e-check.

The Borough does not collect, receive or retain 

any portion of the service fees. The fees are charged 
by MuniciPAY in order to provide this convenient 
service to you.

MuniciPAY is audited on an annual basis by a 
company that is recognized as a Qualified Security 
Assessor by the PCI Security Standards.

Spring and summer ash collection
Following the winter heating season, curbside ash 

collection will change back from two to only one day 
per week for the spring, summer, and early fall sea-
sons. Residents are reminded that ash tubs must have 
handles and be free of sharp edges.

Food pantry
The Pine Grove Area 

Council of Churches 
Food Pantry serves those 
in need of nutritious 
food items on the third 
Saturday of every month. 
Located in the lower level 
of the Weekday Church 
School building, 200 
School Street (directly 
across the street from the entrance to the Pine Grove 
Area Elementary School), food distribution takes 
place from 9 a.m. to noon.

The pantry serves families of Pine Grove Borough, 

Borough services update

570-366-1275

17 Municipal Road • Orwigsburg, PA 17961

Fuel Oil  •  OFF-ROad diesel

www.hbsteele.com

Providing Year Round Comfort

order
oil

online

“shun” Property maintenance
Inspira “SHun”
Inclina “SHun”
Dedica “SHun”

Perspira “SHun”
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Borough services update

Pine Grove Township and Washington Township. For 
additional information or for emergency food, call 
570-345-3033 between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. Leave a mes-
sage if no answer.

Borough website is your info source 
Current status and information regarding Borough 

services, advisories, and procedures can be found 
online at the Borough’s greatly expanded website: 
www.pinegroveborough.org. Check often.

Become a Lions Club member
“We Serve” is the motto of Lions Clubs throughout 

the world. The mission of the Pine 
Grove Lions Club is to improve 
the quality of life for residents of 
Pine Grove and surrounding com-
munities by providing support for 
health related issues, youth pro-
grams, emergency relief in disas-
ter situations, cultural growth, and 

other needs of the local community through giving 
and personal service. Sight preservation is the world-
wide project of Lions International chapters.

Consider becoming a member of the Pine Grove 
Lions Club. The Lions Den headquarters building is 
located at 1 Veterans Memorial Drive. call 570-345-
7446 to see how you can be part of building your 
community and caring for others.

The Pine Grove Lions Club has served the Pine 
Grove community since 1947.

Suggestion/complaint forms
Do you see a problem in the Borough that needs 

to be corrected? Or, maybe you have a suggestion to 
save money, provide better services, or a solution to 
one of those problems. The Borough has created a 
“Suggestion/Complaint” form and procedure to make 
it easier for residents to alert us and for Borough 
services to receive, review, and possibly implement 
suggestions.
A form can be downloaded from the Borough website 
or get one at Borough Hall. Once completed, it will be 
time-stamped, dated, and passed on to the appropri-
ate committee for consideration or action. In this way 
we hope to address these concerns and ideas in the m 
most efficient way.

No outdoor burning
Borough ordinance prohib-

its outdoor burning of trash 
or refuse within the Borough 
limits. Over the years, this 
ordinance has proven its 
worth by cutting the number 
of brush fires in Pine Grove to 
almost zero. Enjoy the outdoor 
weather ahead and stay safe.

June 28 - July 2  Tamaqua

July 12-16  Valley View

July 19-23  Pine Grove

July 26-30  Auburn

Aug. 2-6      Ashland

Newsletter Particulars
“The Evergreen” is a quarterly newsletter of the 

Borough of pine grove distributed to 1500 house-
holds within the Borough.

The newsletter is designed and printed by
south schuylkill printing & publishing

960 E. Main St. • Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
ph: 570-385-3120 • fax: 570-385-0725

E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net
www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.com

publication dates for the next three issues are
may 27, august 26, and november 18

News Submittals
non-profit and community organizations 

within the Borough are invited to submit news 
items for consideration. Written submittals must 
be received by melissa dyer in the Borough 
offices, pgborough@comcast.net or call 570- 
345-3555 for info, three weeks prior to the pub-
lication date.
Advertising

Businesses wishing to reach every household 
in the Borough of pine grove are invited to ad-
vertise in future issues. contact south schuylkill 
printing & publishing for more information. call 
Barb @ 570-385-3120. all advertisements must be 
received at least three weeks prior to the publica-
tion dates. ad content is subject to approval and 
acceptance by the Borough of pine grove.

– Continued from Page 11
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The Pine Grove Joint Treatment Authority sewage 
treatment plant is located at 235 Suedberg Road. Its 
Administrative Office is at 115 Mifflin Street, Pine 
Grove. Facilities are currently closed to public access 
due to COVID-19 precautions. 

Customers having questions about rates, billing, 
and the requirement for metering should contact 
the Administrative Office by calling 570-345-6433. 
Information can also be found online at www.pine-
grovejta.com.

Quarterly billing payment due dates
Quarterly billing is due on the 5th of the month in 

February, May, August, and November. Accounts will 
be considered delinquent if not paid on or before the 
due date.

The JTA offers flexible options for bill payment, 
including on-line payment, over-the-phone, and a 
drop-box located at 115 Mifflin Street for check 
payments. Sorry, but cash payments are NOT being 
accepted at this time.

Delinquent accounts are subject to, but not lim-
ited to, additional fees for door postings, water shut-
off, municipal lien, sheriff’s sale, collection fees, and 
sewer service disconnect.

Be careful what you flush
There are simple, common sense practices all 

homeowners, renters, and businesses can follow to 
prevent sewer backup issues before they begin.
• Toilet tissue is the only easily dissolved cleanup 

product to be safely flushed down your toilet. 
Don’t be fooled by marketing ploys that claim 
other items are “flushable.” The manufacturers of 
such products won’t be paying to have your sewer 
lines cleaned out.

• Feminine products – Tampons and other feminine 
hygiene products are not to be flushed down the 
toilet.

• Cooking grease/food – Grease should never be 
poured down any drain, period. It may look like 
a liquid that can easily be dumped down a drain; 
but, when it cools, it will congeal and clog your 
pipes. Collect your grease in a glass jar and throw 
it in the trash.

• Baby wipes/wet wipes/cleaning pads – These 
“adult baby wipes” are becoming increasingly 
popular nowadays. They are also increasingly 
causing clogs and backups in sewage pipes. If you 
must use these, throw them away in the trash can. 
Flushing wet wipes can easily turn into an expen-
sive problem when you have to call a plumber to 
snake your toilet.

• Dental floss - Floss is not biodegradable. It can 
cause serious clogs and environmental damage.

• Q-tips/cotton balls – You might think that cotton 
will break down, but it doesn’t! It clumps together, 
causing blockages at bends in the pipes.

• Diapers – Just because there is human waste inside 

does not mean these are “okay” to flush. Diapers 
are made to expand in water. In the unlikely case 
you actually get the diaper to flush, it will likely 
cause a blockage.

• Pills – Never flush prescription or non-prescription 
medications. They have toxic effects on ground-

water supplies. 
Many police 
d e p a r t m e n t s 
and pharma-
cies will accept 
your expired 
and unused pills 
for proper and 
safe disposal. 
Information can 
be found at the 
state website: 

https://apps.ddap.pa.gov/gethelpnow/pilldrop.
aspx

• Paper towels/tissues – Tissues and paper towels 
are not made to dissolve like toilet tissue; throw 
them in the trash.

• Cigarette butts – Cigarettes are full of toxic chemi-
cals that end up going straight into the groundwa-
ter supply. If you have to smoke, throw the butts 
away properly.

pg Joint (sewage) Treatment authority

flush only Toilet Tissue; collect, dispose of grease
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Unfortunately, the Stanhope School 
Restoration Project of the Pinegrove 
Historical Society was unable to make 
much progress this past year due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Some trees were 
removed from the wooded area, but 
other projects were put on hold. 

What will 2021 bring? Optimistically, 
plans to make significant progress in 
this important restoration are develop-
ing. An Eagle Scout and four Girl Scout 
Gold Award projects are being proposed. 
These projects will restore the floor, fix 
the exterior screens, paint the exterior, 
do landscaping, and build a replica of the outhouse. 

Two of the Gold Award projects will focus on 
preparations to open the site to the public and pro-
vide programs. Lesson plans will be created so school-
age children can learn more about that era. Another 
will collect information about the former students, 
their families, and the historical events between 1876 
and 1952 – the period of time when the Stanhope 
School was open.

Help is needed!
The restoration project is seeking support from 

the community to locate a bell and install slate chalk-
boards. 

The original 
Stanhope School bell 
is available to return 
to the schoolhouse. 
However, before that 
can happen, an 18”-
to-24” diameter bell 
must be found so it 
can be traded for the 
original Stanhope 
School bell. 

Slate chalk-
boards have been 
donated to the 

school’s restoration. But, we need a craftsman to vol-
unteer to do the installation. 

If you, or someone 
you know, can assist the 
restoration effort with 
these two items, please 
contact Tina at 570-516-
2414 or Linda at 610-
207-9600. 

Tote bags and Rada 
cutlery fundraisers 
continue to assist with 
funding the restoration 
expenses. Thanks in 
advance for your sup-
port. 

And, of course, straight dona-
tions of money are always appre-
ciated. Make checks payable to 
Pinegrove Historical Society and 
note “Stanhope School” in the 
memo area. Mail to Pinegrove 
Historical Society, P.O. Box 65, 
Pine Grove 17963. 

More details and updates can be found at face-
book.com/stanhopeschoolrestoration.

And, a little bit of history
George W. Weiss, superintendent of Schools of 

Schuylkill County in 1881, visited the Stanhope school 
yearly, according to the visitor list in the Stanhope 
School’s Teachers Monthly Reports 1883-1893. 

Professor Weiss was a native of Milford Township, 
Bucks County, where he was born January 25, 1844. 
Weiss may justly claim to be a “self-made man.” He 
lost his father when he was sixteen years old, worked 
on the farm and in a mill, and taught during the win-
ter months – beginning to teach when only 17 years 
of age. 

He attended Freeland Seminary for 20 weeks in 
1865, and then entered the State Normal School of 
Millersville, now Millersville University, in the autumn 
of 1866 – receiving his diploma in 1870. At both these 
institutions, he paid his own expenses. 

Immediately after graduating, he was offered the 
principalship of Port Carbon schools, a post he kept 
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for seven years. He then resigned and accepted a 
similar, but more remunerative position, at Schuylkill 
Haven, where he stayed for four years. 

Before coming to Schuylkill 
County, Weiss taught seven 
years in ungraded schools in 
Berks County, and a year at 
the Soldiers Orphan School at 
Quakertown. He accumulated 20 
years of teaching experience. 

A first time candidate for 
the County Superintendency of 
Schools in the Spring of 1881, 
Weiss was elected by a majority 
of 58 over Jesse Newlin, then 
holding the office. His official 
term began in June following.

Professor Weiss married Harriet Henderson. They 
had four children – George, William, Anna Mabelle, 
and Edith. All of his children were involved in educa-
tion in some way.
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swiftreach – getting you critical info fast!
Swiftreach is a communication service that allows 

the Pine Grove Borough to notify residents quickly 
and efficiently in the event of an emergency or need 
to convey critical information.

The PA Department of Environmental Protection 
mandated all water systems are required to notify cus-
tomers quickly when a situation with the water system 
arises. From time to time, we have had to contact our 
customers when our water system was compromised 
and issue a Boil Water Advisory. In years past, we have 
relied on newspapers, news stations, radio stations, 
police announcement over a loudspeaker, and word of 
mouth to accomplish this task.

Pine Grove Borough has contracted with Swiftreach 
Networks, Inc. to contact our customers and resi-

Pine	Grove	Borough	•	Water	Customer	Information	System
Contact Name:

Mailing Address:
Please check the line for your preferred method of notification.

q Primary Phone Number:

q Cell Phone Number:

q Email Address:
Please return the information sheet to the borough office at
Pine Grove Borough: One Snyder Avenue, Pine Grove

dents. Swiftreach is a Public Notification System using 
cutting-edge technology to swiftly contact our resi-
dents via telephone or e-mail. Now when a Boil Water 
Advisory is necessary, or any time the Borough needs 
to be in contact with its residents such as a declared 
snow emergency, we can do so in a matter of minutes. 
This would also include other states of emergen-
cy, disaster announcements, road closures, parking 
restrictions, and other announcements as necessary.

We need your help!
In order to make Swiftreach work, information 

regarding you, including your address, phone num-
ber, cell phone number, e-mail address, and your pre-
ferred method of notification is necessary. If you have 
not sent this to date, complete the form and mail it 

in, deliver in person, call or e-mail 
your information today!

Mail or deliver to Pine Grove 
Borough; One Snyder Avenue; Pine 
Grove, PA 17963. You can also call 
570-345-3555 with the informa-
tion or e-mail us at pgborough@
comcast.net.

Property owners with apart-
ments should provide information 
regarding their tenants. Tenants 
should also complete the form to 
assure optimum notification.


